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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 

The Aero Historian is published montly 
by the Twin City Aero Historians, Inc., a 
joint chapter of the American Aviation 
Historical Society and International 
Plastic Modelsers Society/USA, for 
members and readers as part of their 
annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing. 
For more information contact Larry 
Donovan at 651-501-4755. 
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:30pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material and address 
changes to the treasurer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 
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Over 50 years ago, Revell 
released a group of WWI kits in 
1/28 scale: A SPAD 13, Sopwith 

Camel, and Fokker Dr1 triplane. 
For their age they hold up pretty 
well. A Fokker DVII was 
developed at the same time but 
never released. Revell of 
Germany acquired Revell of 
America’s old molds and when 
they released the Fokker DVII in 
the mid-90’s, it became apparent 
why Revell of America never did.  

 

A while back I was afflicted 
with a desire to “go build 
something.” Inspired by Mark 
Krumrey’s recent builds of a 
couple of the old Revell 1/28 
scale WWI kits, I decided to 
attempt their Fokker DVII. Mostly 
because I’ve never seen one 
built. Normally, I’m the SOB type. 
I know what you’re thinking but I 

(Continued on page 5) 

De-cal-amity 
 – or –  
That Lousy Fokker 
How I was severely beaten by 
the billy club of Murphy’s Law 
 
by Ken Hornby  

Revell 1/28 Scale Fokker D VII  
by Ken Hornby  
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TCAH Officers 
 
President, Larry Donovan 
 
Vice-President, Merrill Anderson 
 
Secretary, Mark Jacques 
 
Treasurer, Dave Hueffmeier 
 
Historian, Tom Norrbohm 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Jeff Kurth 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 
 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Distribution Editor 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
612-721-8787 
rmschmierer@comcast.net 
 
Send articles to: 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dave Hueffmeier 

TCAH This Month 
 
The monthly meeting will be held 
Saturday July 9, at Fleming 
Field, South St. Paul, beginning 
at 1:30 pm. Vendor baiting will 
begin about 12:30, so come 
early. 

The meeting was called to 
order at 1:30PM. 
 
Guests/Visitors:   
 

No new members or 
returning members this month. 
 
Vendor update:   
 

Check www.schifferbooks.
com for Schiffer Publishing’s 
most recent and upcoming 
offerings available through Axel; 
check www.RollModels.com for 
the latest offerings (books, kits, 
P-E, Resin, etc.) from Roll 
Models (John has his band 
commitment this month); check 
www.drawdecals.com for the 
latest offerings from Greg 
Drawbaugh; and check www.
wingsntreads.com for the latest 
from Winston. 

 
The show table this month is 

without a theme.  The show table 
was presented by Frank Cuden.  
See the list of our member’s 
works on display later in the 
newsletter. 

 
The upcoming schedule of 

club events is: 
•   July 2011 – Open - no 

theme selected as yet, 
•   August 2011 – “Towed 

Artillery” – Bob Maderich 
II, 

•   September 2011 – Open – 
no theme selected as yet, 

•   October 2011 – Open – no 
theme selected as yet, 

•   December 2011 – Club 
Contest, 

•   January 2012 – Marine 
Aviation – Winston, 

•   J u n e  2 0 1 2  – 
“Gemini’s” (twins – see 

(Continued on page 3) 

Hello and welcome to the 
July 2011 issue of the newsletter!  
Taking a quick break from getting 
some kits built, both for the July 
meeting and the Nationals in 
Omaha, I wanted to take some 
time to write the column.  
Besides, I needed an “eyestrain 
break” from the 1/144 F-8K 
Crusaders... 

 
During the new business 

section of the June meeting we 
introduced a proposal to “tweak” 
the club calendar.  The major 
moves would be as follows: 

•   Move the Club auction to 
March 

•   In place of a club auction, 
November would be a 
“White Elephant”/Holiday 
Gift Exchange. 

•   December's Club Contest 
would include a new 
category:  the “White 
Elephant”/Holiday Gift kit 
(received in the prior year) 
Build. 

•   Revive the club meeting 
raffle 

 
Now onto the “why” behind 

the proposals. 
 
As it stands with the current 

calendar, the club comes to the 
membership in September and 
November to donate kits, decals, 
accessories for the Nordic Con 
and Auction respectively.  To 
some members this maybe 
“going to the well” once too often 
in such a short space of time 
(two months).  By moving the 
auction to March we put about 4 
months (from Nordic Con) before 
asking the membership to donate 
again.  This also lets us to “cull” 
through those holiday gifts and 
Hope it Don't Snow raffle 

(Continued on page 4) 

From the Prez 
by Larry Donovan 

Secretary’s Notes 
by Mark Jacques 
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(Continued from page 6) 
adding the upper wing. Because 
I had cut the struts apart to get 
the correct length there was 
some wobbling involved until 
everything dried. At this point I 
found my last self-imposed error. 
When I measured the strut length 
I forgot to take into account the 
incorrect depth of the fuselage, 
so the wing sits a tad too low. 
Finally, I rigged the DVII with 
stainless steel wire. Unlike my 
usual method of using nylon 
thread, it doesn’t impart any 
strength to the model so I 

that the poor finish of the decals, 
the chubby looking fuselage, the 
upper wing not being quite flat 
enough on top and slightly too 
low, my Revell Fokker DVII is a 
great looking five footer - nice 
from five feet away. Now, 
where’s that Sopwith Camel? 

probably won’t use it again. 
When everything had dried, I 
quickly removed the Fokker from 
my workbench and slid it into a 
dark corner of my display shelf.  

 
Most of my mistakes during 

this build were self imposed. I 
had to re-learn to thoroughly 
read instructions and measure 
twice, cut once. I surprised 
myself by seeing each frustration 
as a challenge to overcome and 
get me a step closer to the finish. 
The Fokker never did threaten to 
become a “flying” model. Other 

On The Table—June 2011 

Modeler Kit Manufacturer Scale 

John P. Ross C-47 Trumpeter 1:48 

John P. Ross P-51B Monogram 1:48 

John R. Ross Klingon Bird of Prey AMT/ERTL 1:537 

John R. Ross NX-01 Enterprise Re-fit Polar Lights 1:1000 

John R. Ross Flying Saucer Pegasus ? 

Mike Mishler SNJ Monogram 1:48 

Winston Vermilyea SU-7 KP-Eduard 1:48 

Winston Vermilyea M-21 WIP Eduard 1:48 

Bernie Kugel F-104 WIP Hasegawa 1:48 

Bernie Kugel Space Shuttle & 747 WIP Academy 1:48 

Steve Macey A-1J Tamiya 1:48 

Frank Cuden P-51D Tamiya 1:48 

Sean Brzozowski JagdTiger WIP Tamiya 1:48 

Ken Hornby Fokker D-VII Revell 1:28 

Erik Zabel Tiger II Dragon 1:72 

Erik Zabel 1967 Corvette Monogram 1:43 

Erik Zabel Aston-Martin DBS Tamiya 1:24 

Mark Rossman P-51B / “Bonnie Bea” 504th FS Tamiya 1:48 

John Dunphy P-40E Hasegawa 1:32 

John Dunphy Ki-44 Hasegawa 1:32 

Bob Maderich II PaK 43/41 AFV Club 1:35 

Bob Maderich II Tiger II Dragon 1:72 



replace, so I made my own 
engine covers and radiator 
surround. Then it was on to 
decaling. The lozenge colors 
don’t jive with the latest research, 
and the fuselage pattern isn’t 
correct, but with no other option 
in 1/28 scale I had little choice. 
The first large lozenge decal 
would cover the whole of the 
upper surface of the lower wing. I 
slid it onto the wing, and it 
wrinkled up like an old hag as it 
dried. When I started on the 
other side, the decal splintered in 
about a dozen pieces. I was able 
to jigsaw puzzle it together but it 
looked dreadful. To make sure 
this didn’t happen again I coated 
the rest of the sheet with a clear 
lacquer. I started on the upper 
wing next and it still splintered, 
even worse than before. The 
model sat for a couple of weeks 
while I considered my options. 
Without enough lozenge decals 
to finish the upper surfaces, and 
doubtful of the colors anyway, I 
decided to try making my own.  I 
scanned a print of lozenge and 
made a template on my 
prehistoric computer, creating 
sections of lozenge that I could 
cut to the correct pattern. Using 
an ink jet printer and some old 
clear decal sheet I had on hand I 
tried printing my design. Horrors! 
It ran and smudged and refused 
to dry. Onto the shelf of doom it 
went, while I tried to find another 
solution. While in a local hobby 
shop weeks later I came upon a 
model railroaders do-it-yourself 
decal paper from a company I’d 
never heard of. What did I have 
to lose? I printed a set onto their 
paper and it came out perfect. 
Voila! I thought. I had already 
scrubbed the old decal off the 
model and thoroughly cleaned 
the surface. The decal company 
recommended nothing stronger 
than the Micro-scale system for 
setting their decals. I slid it off the 
paper onto the wing and it 
promptly curled up like an 
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(Continued from page 5) 
haven’t had the corrections done.  

 
After a couple of evenings of 

dry fitting it was clear what fixes 
were needed to make the kit look 
like it should, but I decided to do 
an internet search to see what 
the “experts” advised. Nearly 
every website and forum that 
discussed this kit referred to an 
over-compl icated process 
dependent on brass plates, pools 
of super glue, boiling water and 
brute force. I made two cuts on 
the underside where the upward 
taper should begin and inserted 
a wedge of plastic card until the 
upper wing was level. Even 
though the fuselage dimensions 
aren’t correct, it still looks like a 
DVII so I left it alone. Cockpit 
detail is molded onto the 
sidewalls in low relief. It doesn’t 
look satisfactory on a kit this 
scale, so I made a pressure 
pump, throttle quadrant, spent 
ammo cans, and new seat, all 
from scrap plastic. Other than the 
needed fixes, assembly was 
straightforward and the fit was 
surprisingly good. I added plastic 
discs to lengthen the height of 
the engine cylinders and fixed 
the upside down tailplane. By 
this time I was ready to start 
decaling. This is where the real 
tribulations began. 

 
I didn’t find the kit offered 

marking option attractive, and it 
was incorrect anyway. After 
finding a 2 view drawing on the 
internet, I settled on the lozenge 
and lilac covered plane of Rudolf 
Stark. A well-known cottage 
company makes accessories in 
1/28 scale specifically for the 
Revell kits. They have markings 
for Stark’s ship, as well as 4 
color lozenge, so I obtained sets 
of decals and resin parts for an 
OAW built Fokker. The resin 
parts for the OAW conversion 
were all slightly smaller than the 
kit parts they were meant to 

ancient scroll.  This was 
appropriate because they were 
about the same thickness and 
texture as papyrus. No amount of 
glue, setting solution or pressure 
would convince it to conform to 
the gentle curve of the wing. In 
desperation, I held it down until it 
dried completely. I continued on 
to the upper wing with the same 
results. Micro-scale had no 
effect. I tried using Champs and 
even Solvaset, but all they did 
was make the colors run. Finally, 
at my wit’s end, I thoroughly re-
read the decal instructions. 
When I started dipping them for 
only 5 seconds, as directed in 
the instructions, and then letting 
them sit until I could move them 
off the paper, they worked 
perfectly. Micro-scale snuggled 
them down tight. With the inkjet 
printed design, it even looked like 
fabric. Of course, by this time all I 
had left to do was half of the 
upper wing. Go figure. I had 
some minor splintering with the 
underside decals, but nothing I 
couldn’t handle at this stage. 

 
Now it was time to paint the 

lilac colored nose, tail and 
striping. By chance I found some 
acrylic craft paint in a perfect lilac 
color. No need to mix my own! I 
thinned it with alcohol, but when I 
sprayed it on it came out with 
clumps and completely gummed 
up my airbrush. I managed to 
wet sand the model except for 
one tiny knob of paint. When I 
tried to gently cut it off with a new 
blade it chipped down to the 
plastic and no amount of painting 
and sanding could correct the 
flaw. Warm water and an old 
toothbrush straightened out that 
mess. I mixed my own lilac from 
enamels and it went on with no 
problems.  

 
I was finally ready to 

assemble the main components. 
The only difficult part now was 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Lufthansa Cargo ordered 5 
Boeing 777 freighters worth 
$1.75 Billion. Lufthansa sees a 
growing market in the air cargo 
business. 

  
Easyjet Airlines recently took 

delivery of their 200 Airbus 
airliner - another Airbus A-320. 
Easyjet took delivery of their first 
Airbus airliner in September of 
2003. They now have 166 Airbus 
A-319s (the largest fleet of A-
319s in the world) and the rest 
are Airbus A-320s. 

  
Alaska Airlines is the first 

commercial airline to replace 
Flight Manuals and Checklists 
with iPads. This will save 25 
pounds of weight, which will save 
fuel in the long run - thus saving 
money. 

  
China Southern Airlines, via 

the Chinese government, 
ordered 6 Boeing 777 freighters 
for a list price of $1.58 Billion 

  
Airbus delivered the 100th 

Airbus A-320 to British Airways 
fleet. British Airways still plans to 
order more in the future. 

  
A i r bus  de l i ve red  the 

50th  AIrbus A-320 assembled in 
China to Juneyao Airlines of 
Shanghai. 

  
Delta Airlines plans to park 

140 aircraft this fall. They will be 
parking the last of the Douglas 
DC-9s that Delta Airlines 
“inherited” from Northwest 
Airlines. Only a few short years 
ago, Northwest Airlines had 172 
Douglas DC-9s - it was the 
backbone of their fleet. 

  
LAN - the airline of Chile - is 

an aggressive player. LAN just 
bought TAM airlines of Brazil. 

  

Note - The Paris Air Show 
was the last two weeks of June. 
L O T S  o f  a i r l i n e s ’  a n d 
manufacturers’ orders were 
announced at the show. There 
will be a comprehensive list in 
n e x t  m o n t h ' s  A I R L I N E 
CHATTER. Some very 
large orders are expected. 

Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

•   Do we want to stay with 
a single club auction or 
more?  Most members 
present preferred a sin-
gle club auction. 

•   If we stay with a single 
club auction?  The gen-
eral consensus was a 
preference for a “spring-
time” auction, possibly 
in March. 

•   If we do move the auc-
tion, do we want to con-
sider a replacement ac-
tivity in November after 
the Club Officer Elec-
tions (such as a Holiday 
or White Elephant Ex-
change)? 

 
HUB Hobby in Richfield has 

a display case available to us to 
display our work – See Paul the 
next time you are at Hub if you 
want to put something on 
display. 

 
As reported last month, 

Barry Rosch (an old member 
from the late 60's) has decided 
to down size his collection of 
model related information and 
has given the club an opportunity 
to get part.  The materials 
offered are in 46 3-ring binders 
of source material from modeling 
mags and books that were cut 
up to be put in organized 
fash ion ,  ca tegor i ze d  b y 
nat ionali ty (WWII Brit ish, 
American and Japanese) and 
type.  Many of the pages contain 
colored side view (profiles) of 
aircraft.  Anyone interested in 
viewing or accessing the 
collection can contact Joe 
Grimme at 612-521-5229. 

 
“Joe’s decal swap” is still in 

effect. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

(Continued from page 2) 

below) – Mark Jacques. 
 
NordicCon:  
 

The theme for the show on 
September 24 is “Back in Black”.  
The ad is in Fine Scale and the 
next 2 issues of the IPMS 
Journal.  Club members are 
strongly asked to register on-line, 
and please bring “at least one 
kit” for the auction/raffle.  
Thirteen vendor’s tables have 
been sold.  The Juniors’ class 
will be divided into 3 categories, 
each junior entry will receive a 
medal and a new kit.  Just a 
reminder, there will be a Judges 
meeting/paint in at Flemming 
Field on the 3rd Friday in July 
(7/22/11) starting around 7:00.   

 
Mark Rossman presented 

his interesting presentation on 
Captain Richard Olandar of the 
505th FS, 339th FG, 8th Air Force 
and the end of his final mission 
on 17 January 1945. 

 
Old business:    

 
One item of old business 

overlooked (mea culpa, mea 
maxima culpa) at the April 
meeting is the subject of the club 
auction.  By the time of the 
business portion of the meeting, 
there were just too few members 
available for a consensus vote.  
However, the questions were 
discussed briefly.  The points in 
question are: 
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31 July 2011 – IPMS/GTR 
Summer NNL – IPMS/GTR Auto 
Modelers @ Algonquin Township 
Building, 3702 U.S. 14, Crystal 
Lake, IL.  Contact: Chuck 
Herrmann (847) 516-0211 or 
w w w . g r t a u t o m o d e l e r s .
freeservers.com  

 

3 – 6 August 2011 – IPMS/
USA National Convention: 
“Omaha by the Sea” – IPMS/
USA @ La Vista Convention 
Center, Omaha, NE.  Contact: 
Scott Hackney (402) 598-6114, 
www.ipmsusa2011.org or email 
omahabythesea@cox.net  

 

10 September 2011 – 
Gateway to the West Show and 
Swap Meet – IPMS/Gateway @ 
Hitter Choice Batters Cages, 534 
Workman Road, Eureka, MO.  
Contact: Doug Barton (636) 332-
9960 or www.ipms-gateway.com/
invite2010.html   

 

24 September 2010 – 
Nordicon 2010 - “Back In 
Black” – Twin Cities Aero 
Historians @ Knight of Columbus 
Hall, Fridley, MN.  Contact: Bob 
Maderich @ (612) 423-2985, or 
www.aerohistorians.org  

 

14 - 16 October 2010 – 36th 
Annual MMSI Show – The 
Military Miniature Society of 
Illinois @ The Chicago Marriot, 
Schaumburg, IL.  Details: www.
mmsichicago.com 

 

15 October 2011 – KC CON 
2011 – IPMS/Great Plains @ 
Kansas City First Church of the 
Nazarene, 11811 State Line 
Road, MO.  Contact: Stuart 
Malone (913) 530-3529 or www.
ipmsgreatplains.org  

 

15 October 2011 – Glue 
Crew 2011 Model Contest and 
Swap Meet – IPMS/The Glue 
Crew 5-36 @ Howard Johnson 
Inn & Convention Center, 2101 
North Mountain Road, Wausau, 

brought up. 
 
The current $10 dues fee for 

regular members and $5 for 
Junior and Senior members.  

 
For those wishing to receive 

a hard copy of the Treasurer’s 
report, please contact Dave 
Hueffmeier.  Copies of the club 
roster are available from 
Mark Jacques on request. 

Upcoming Model Events 
by Mark Jacques 

WI.  Contact Joe Drew (715) 
842-0173 or www.thegluecrew.
com 

 

5 November  2011 – 
TigerCon 2011 – Central 
Missouri Scale Modelers @ 
Sunrise Optimist Club, 2410 
Parker St., Columbia MO.  
Contact: Colin Smialek (573) 
673—1110 or www.cmsm-ipms.
org 

 

12 November 2011 – IPMS 
“Butch” O’Hare Chapter – Open 
Model Contest – IPMS “Butch” 
O’Hare Chapter @ Lake View 
Junior High School, 701 
Plainfield Road, Downers Grove, 
IL.  Contact: John Wendt (630) 
9 6 9 - 9 0 1 6  o r  w w w .
butchoharemodelers.com 

 

26 to 28 April 2012 – AMPS 
International Show – The Armor 
Modeling and Preservation 
Society @ WW2 Victory 
Museum, Auburn, IN.  Theme to 
be announced. 

(Continued from page 2) 
winnings, separating “wheat from 
the chaff” as it were, to decide 
which of those kits one would like 
to donate.  The result should be 
a broader and deeper selection 
of goodies for the Auction.  

 
Weather can be somewhat 

problematic in November; as we 
have seen this past Auction Day.  
While March is also prone to it's 
weather “issues”, it is usually a 
better month, less prone to 17-
inch snowfalls.  March may be 
rainy and windy, but most of the 
time the weather is better than 
November.  Hopefully this allows 
our membership residing in the 
“provinces” to be able to attend, 
bid, and share in the fun, 
members who may not be able to 
travel in potentially severe 
inclement weather. 

 
So what do we do in 

November if we change the 
Auction date to spring?  Hold a 
“White Elephant” or Holiday gift 
exchange.  Many clubs, 
nationally, regionally, and locally 
do some kind of similar program 
and most report that it is well 
received.  Al thought the details 
still need to be worked out, one 
would bring an unstarted kit, 
wrapped for the holiday (or in a 
“plain brown envelope”) and the 
exchange could commence.  We 
could even add that “trading” a 
kit, wrapped or unwrapped, could 

(Continued on page 5) 
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New business:   
 

Larry indicated a need for a 
designated area outside the 
meeting room for members to 
sell their goods (to allow our 
vendors Axel, Greg, John, and 
Winston adequate space in the 
meeting room). 

 
Yours truly has suggested a 

theme of “Gemini’s” for June 
2012 – any twin engine, twin 
tailed, twin gun, twin hull/
fuselage, etc. subject.  Now 
maybe I will finish one of my P38 
or Bf110 kits!   

 
Gary Anderson announced 

that he and his family have been 
inducted into the Minnesota 
Territorial Pioneers. 
 

No other new business was 

 
Nordic Con planning is now 

into the final lap.  The registration 
forms should be available on the 
website by the time you read 
this, or shortly after the July 
meeting.  We would like as many 
members to take advantage of 
this convenient tool to get your 
registration completed.  The 
registration committee will take 
reg is t r a t i ons ,  f r om c lub 
members, at the August meeting 
and “set-up” Friday.  Avoid that 
long line on Saturday morning by 
pre-registration!  Bernie Kugel 
will be conducting a Judges 
Meeting on Friday, July 22nd.  It 
is hoped that we will have more 
TCAH judges than in the last 
several Nordic Cons---it is a 
great way to meet fellow 
modelers, learn tips and 
techniques, and enhance your 
modeling skills.  As an added 
incentive, the meeting will feature 
free pizza!  Following the judges 
meeting will be the July Paint-In, 
just in time to get those models 
ready for the Nationals two 
weeks after! 

 
Speaking of the Nationals, I 

hope to see as many members 
attend as possible.  “Omaha by 
the Sea” sounds to be shaping 
up as a wonderful event on the 
modeling calendar.  Hopefully 
the “Muddy Missouri River” will 
be receding back to its banks, 
although in one case the damage 
has already been done.  One of 
my favorite “summer dining” 
experiences in Omaha is the 
Surfside Cafe, with its delicious 
fired chicken, catfish, and hush 
puppies (the latter with honey, of 
course) while lounging by the 
river.  Well the flood took its evil 
toll and the Surfside currently lies 
beneath 4 feet of the river and is 
closed for the season.  This said, 
the Bohemian Cafe in South O 
sounds like a great alternative...
Pilsners anyone? 

 

Page 5 

(Continued from page 4) 
be done.  We could also tie-in 
this event to the true spirit of the 
holiday:  members would bring 
two kits, one for the exchange 
and one for the Marine Corps 
“Toys for Tots” campaign.  
F ina l l y ,  b y m ak ing  the 
“Exchange” part of the December 
Contest will add to the fun factor. 

 
Ahh...the club meeting day 

raffle.  During my first years with 
TCAH, it was an event that 
added a definite “fun factor” to 
the monthly meeting.  Let's get 
that fun factor back!  Just like 
“back in the day” meeting 
attendees would pay a dollar per 
raffle ticket.  We would then raffle 
off 2-3 kits, and maybe a decal 
sheet or two, or a book.  The 
goodies could come from the 
following sources:  donations 
from our vendors and local 
hobb y s hops ;  i nd iv idua l 
members; or finally through the 
club treasury.  Don't expect the 
new 1/32 scale Tamiya P-51D, 
but certainly a 1/48 scale P-51D 
would not be out of place. 

 
To start the ball rolling I 

would like the club to approve an 
expenditure of $75/meeting to 
obtain kits for the raffle.  We can 
try it for six months to gauge the 
interest level and whether we 
recoup our costs.    This would 
not be a “prof it -dr iving” 
mechanism for the Treasury; the 
goal would be to break-even.  
And the higher goal is to add 
more fun to the meetings. 

 
Now I would like to hear 

what you, the club membership 
thinks.  Maybe you might have 
some different calendar changes 
to discuss.  Maybe how to carry 
out these ideas.  The above 
proposals will be discussed at 
the New Business section of the 
July meeting, with a decision 
target date by the August 
meeting. 

So lots going on, models to 
build, bags to pack, bank 
accounts to check...see you 
at the July meeting! 

(Continued from page 1) 
mean “Straight Out of the Box.” 
Unfortunately, in this case that 
wouldn’t be acceptable.  

 
The guy who designed this 

kit must have been on a real 
bender. The geometry of the 
DVI I ’s  uppe r  w ing  has 
confounded model companies to 
this day, but Revell’s 1/28 scale 
wing is the worst of the lot. When 
viewed from the front the upper 
surface of the wing should be 
basically flat with a thick center 
section and a lower surface that 
tapers up out to the wing tips. 
Well, the Revell kit is just the 
opposite. The thick center 
section is there, but the upper 
surface tapers down out to the 
wingtips with the lower surface 
being flat. That’s the most 
obvious error, but it’s just the 
start. The fuselage is about 1/8” 
too deep throughout its length 
and ¼” too wide towards the 
rear. This results in the tailplane 
also being ¼” too wide. The 
engine is the correct size but 
because the fuselage is too deep 
it sits so low it can’t be seen. But 
that’s not all! You also get a 
horizontal stabilizer that is 
molded upside down. You can’t 
just flip it over either. It requires 
some serious cutting and 
sanding of the fuselage join to 
make it fit correctly. As if the 
upper wing blunder wasn’t 
enough the struts are nearly ¼” 
too long. The rudder and the 
prop are also a good deal 
oversized. Assembled out of the 
box the kit bears only a passing 
resemblance to a Fokker DVII. If 
you do an internet search for 
built up examples of this model 
you can easily tell which ones 

(Continued on page 6) 


