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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 

The Aero Historian is published montly 
by the Twin City Aero Historians, Inc., a 
joint chapter of the American Aviation 
Historical Society and International 
Plastic Modelsers Society/USA, for 
members and readers as part of their 
annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing. 
For more information contact Larry 
Donovan at 651-501-4755. 
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:30pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material and address 
changes to the treasurer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 
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In this article we will focus on 
club minutiae, significant items or 
events that happened during the 
club’s history.  Many of these 
items have been taken from the 
30th Anniversary booklet printed 
by the club.  The list will be in 
chronological order from earliest 
to most recent. 

 
THE SIXTIES:  At the 

August meeting in 1967, annual 
dues of one dollar are agreed 
upon; Dues are increased to $2 
in 1969, and payment could be 
paid in postage stamps if 
desired; In March of 1969, 
meeting attendance surpasses 
35 people for the first time. 

 
THE SEVENTIES: A family 

by the name of Schroeder buys a 

hobby shop at 35th and Cedar 
and rename it Custom Model 
Hobby in 1971. It would become 
a favorite hangout for club 
members for many years; Club’s 
first membership cards featuring 
the Spitfire and flaming Stuka 
club logo are handed out upon 
payment of dues; Good heavens!  
Dues jump to $5 in 1972; Club 
newsletter goes from a single 
sheet to six pages with photos 

(Continued on page 5) 
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THE TCAH CHRONICLES  
Part 3 
by Tom Norrbohm 
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TCAH Officers 
 
President, Larry Donovan 
 
Vice-President,  
 
Secretary, Jeff Fries 
 
Treasurer, Dave Hueffmeier 
 
Historian, Tom Norrbohm 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Bernie Kugel 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 
 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Distribution Editor 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
612-721-8787 
rmschmierer@comcast.net 
 
Send articles to: 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dave Hueffmeier 

TCAH This Month 
 

The monthly meeting will be 
held Saturday June 9, at Fleming 
Field, South St. Paul, beginning 
at 1:00 pm. Vendor baiting will 
begin about 12:00, so come 
early. 

Meeting called to order. We 
welcomed 2 new members to the 
club Larry Duda and Peter 
Nolden. Renewal of Steve Capiz. 

 
Vendor report from Axel: 3 

new titles from Schiffer: Century 
Fighters, Pictorial Aircraft of 
NASA,and Frontier Airlines. 

 
Roll Models John :Squadron 

Signal Publications Skynight and 
USS Kidd Warpaint series the 
Avenger. New  kits released from 
Round 2, the Time Machine and 
the Hulk several new decals 
were mentioned. 

 
Award for Modeler of the 

Year was presented to EriK 
Zabel Our special guest speaker 
Tony Rericha USAAF gave his 
story of his military service and 
working on CG-4 gliders before 
joining the corp. 

 
After short break Business 

old and new were taken up 
starting with NordicCon. Various 
positions are open and we will be 
looking for volunteers. A 
n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  a  L i f e 
membership vote was discussed 
and will be brought before 
membership in June. We 
discussed several ways the club 
can get more exposure to the 
public such as starting craft 
classes in schools or at Scouts. 

 
The banquet was discussed 

and all in all those that attended 
had an excellent time. Option to 
have it every year was high on 
everyone's list. 

 
Larry mentioned that he will 

not run or seek another term. So 
those who would like to take the 
reins please consider nomination 
this fall. 

 

Twin Cities AeroHistorians 
Special Meeting Notice 

 
To all interested parties, 

during the business portion of the 
12 May 2012 meeting of the Twin 
Cities AeroHistorians, a motion 
was made, and seconded, 
nominating Jeff Fries for life 
membership.  For those who do 
not know Jeff, he is one of our 
most senior “Senior” members, 
Jeff's name first appears in club 
newsletter's in 1967.  Before I 
joined TCAH I remember Jeff 
running the NordicCon Raffle, 
something he continued to do 
until the Ross clan ran it last 
year.  Jeff graciously accepted 
the nomination and was elected 
Club Secretary this past 
November.  It is my pleasure as 
Vice-President to announce that 
on 9 June 2012, in accordance 
with Article 3 of the By-Laws, 
there will be a special meeting 
called to vote on the afore 
mentioned motion to confer on 
Jeff Fries Life Membership in the 
Twin Cities AeroHistorians. 

 
Thank you, 
Mark Jacques 

Secretary’s Notes 
by Jeff Fries 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
June 9 Modelers Roundtable : 
Decals 
July 14 Modelers Roundtable : 
Scale 
Aug 11 Helicopter Challenge 
Sept 8 NordicCon meeting 
Sept 29 NordicCon 2012 
Oct 13 No theme open/beginning 
of dues collection 
Nov 10 Gift swap/elections  
Dec 8 Annual Club Contest/
drawing for OTT 
Jan 2013 Engine Challenge 
Feb 2013 No theme open 
March 2013 Annual club auction 
April 2013 Banquet/Awards 
May 2013 No theme open 
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Modeler Kit Manufacture  Scale 

Keith Bruster Panzer E-100 Dragon 35th 

Keith Bruster Tiger II Dragon 35th 

Keith Bruster Tiger I  Early Tamiya/Dragon 35th 

Keith Bruster Pzkfw I ? Dragon 35th 

Frank Cuden C-119 Welsh Models 144th 

Frank Cuden A-24B Italerie 48th 

John Dunphy P-51 Tamiya 32nd 

Bob Englestad B-25H Monogram 48th 

Bob Englestad F-100D  Tunderbirds Hasagawa 72nd 

Bob Englestad Fw-190A-8 Hasagawa 72nd 

Bob Englestad Fw-190A-8 Hasagawa 72nd 

Bernie Kugel Mig-29 Academy 48th 

Bernie Kugel A-7 Corsair ESCI 48th 

Bernie Kugel Macchi MB 326 ESCI 48th 

Bernie Kugel TD-4J  WIP Monogram 48th 

Bob Maderich 1949 Mercury Revell/Germany 24th 

Bob Maderich Huey Helo Italaerie 72nd 

Bruce McClain PzKfw IV H DML 35th 

Mark Rossman SBD-3 USS Ranger  Accurate Minuatures 48th 

Mark Rossman Fw-190A-8/R8  JG3 Tamiya 48th 

Don Stauffer 1949 Mercury Revell/Germany 24th 

Don Stauffer 1933 Chrysler Imperial Phaeton Italerie 24th 

Don Stauffer Christen Eagle biplane Amodel 72nd 

Bob Steinbrunn J7W1  Shinden Hasgawa 48th 

Erik Zabel H-19 Coast Guard Revell/Germany 72nd 

Erik Zabel Yamaha YZR 500 Tamiya 12th 

On The Table—May 2012 
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 April 2004 sees the club with a 
new logo once again.  Gone is 
the Wright Flyer/Space Shuttle 
design and in comes a 
Minnesota based aviation 
themed design of the first 
unofficial logo of the U.S. 
Training Reserve based in South 
St. Paul Municipal Airport (now 
Fleming Field where we currently 
meet).  The design is a penguin 
superimposed over the state of 
Minnesota; Tom ‘Mr.109’ 
Norrbohm builds his 60th 1/48th 
scale Me-109 and calls it quits 
after 25years of building them, 
June of 2004; The club and its 
members donate money and 
build models, to a wall display 
honoring Minnesota Medal of 
Honor recipient Capt. Richard 
Fleming, in the main lobby of the 
terminal where we meet; The 
November ’04 Auction nets 
$1489.00, the highest dollar 
amount for a regular auction; 
Club votes overwhelmingly to 
donate $1500 in hobby supplies 
to the 3 overseas model clubs 
formed for R & R for the troops; 
In Sept. ’05, the club hosts the 

(Continued from page 5) 
the Year Award for best Region 
Five chapter; The club newsletter 
b e c o m e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r 
downloading from the club web 
site; Club submits and makes a 
presentation for hosting the 2003 
IPMS Nationals in Chicago, only 
to lose to Oklahoma City under 
suspic ious c ircumstances; 
September 11, 2001 forever 
changes the world we live in and 
the club as well.  The MNANG 
base, our home for 15+ years, is 
now closed to the public, and we 
scramble to find a meeting place. 
Af ter  3 months at the 
Bloomington Public Library the 
club moves to Fleming Field 
(where it remains to this day);  
Club hosts IPMS R-5 Con in 
September;  Club dues are 
raised to $20 in 2002 due to high 
cost of printing and mailing the 
newsletter;  Club host another 
IPMS R-5 Con in September of 
2003;  Club considers putting a 
bid for the 2006 IPMS National, 
but lack of interest shoots the 
idea down;  Club balance in 
December of 2003 is $8400+!;  

first of the ‘one day’ Nordic Con’s 
at Fleming Field. Future shows 
would be in Fridley and 
Plymouth; With an idea from 
Mark Krumrey, Tom Norrbohm 
and Johan Allert design the club 
two sided medallions to be used 
in the awards for Nordic-Con.  
The medallions are a big hit; 
John Roll of Roll Models, 
acquires Waldron Products in 
summer of ’06; A proposal was 
brought up to the membership to 
possibly bid on the 2009 IPMS 
National Convention, which was 
shelved due to lack of interest by 
the membership;  Starting in 
January of 2007, club dues will 
drop from $20 to $10;  The 
No v em b er  a uc t io n  n e t s 
$1123.00; In December of 2008, 
club starts an annul contest for 
members only and models built 
in the present calendar year can 
be entered.  Winners get gift 
certificates to use with club 
vendors; Club auction in 2009 
nets over $1700.00; Poor 
weather results in a poor turnout 
for the 2010 club auction 
which raises $750.00. 

All photos are from the 2008 Discover Aviation Days Airshow, Janes Field, Blaine, MN 
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     American Airlines will cut an-
other non-union 1200 jobs in the 
near future. 
 
     U S Airways filed papers with 
the SEC revealing th at they may 
attempt to merge with American 
Airlines. 
 
     United Airlines is planning for 
a very large airliner order t his 
year. The combined U nited Air-
lines and Continental Airlines 
wants to combine, consolidate, 
and modernize its fleet  of airlin-
ers. 
 
     Delta Airlines posted a profit 
of $124 million for the first quar-
ter of 2012. Revenue was  up 9% 
from last year’s first quarter. 
 
     U S Airways earned a profit of 
$48 million in the first quarter of 
2012. During t he same quarter 
last year, U S Airways lost $114 
million. 
 
     Hawaiian Airlines earned $7.3 
million in the first quarter of 2012. 
Revenue was up 19.1% from the 
same quarter of 2011. 
 
     Pinnacle Airlines has 2860 
pilots. They will lay off 450 of 
them in the next 18 months. 
 
     United Airlines lost $448 mil-
lion in the first quarter of 2012.  
 
     Jet Blue earned $30 million in 
the first quarter of 2012. 
 
     Delta Airlines bought the idle 
Conoco/Philipps refinery in Trai-
nor, Pennsylvania for $150 mil-
lion. It has a capacity of 185,000 
barrels daily in production. Of 
course, it will be converted to 
producing jet fuel. This refinery 
will supply Delta Airlines with 
about 80% of the domestic jet 
fuel needs.  Presently Delta 

spends a little of $1Billion per 
month on jet fuel. 
 
     Boeing expects to deliver 585 
to 600 airliners this year. 
 
     Etihad Airlines of Abu Duabi 
cancelled their order for 7 Airbus 
A-380s worth about $2.3 Billion. 
 
     Qantas is delaying 2 Airbus 
A-380 deliveries by 4 years. 
Qantas will also lay off about 500 
employees in a money saving 
effort to cut expenses due to high 
fuel costs and weak demand.  
 
     American Airlines says that a 
American Airlines and U S Air-
ways merger is inevitable. 
 
     Pan Am flight that terrorist 
blew up over Lockerbie, Scot-
land, was in 1988. The terrorist 
bomber died in Libya at age 60. 
 
     Greek holiday tourism is down 
at least 30% due to conditions in 
Greece. 
 
     Lufthansa will lay off 3500 
employees around the world in a 
cost cutting task. 
 
     EVA Airways of Japan or-
dered 3 Boeing 777-300ERs 
whose value is $895 million. 
 
     American Airlines parked a 
few airplanes last month result-
ing  in a 3.2% reduction in capac-
ity. 

Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

 
     American Airlines will recon-
figure and improve its Boeing 
777-300ER fleet and about half 
of their Boeing 767-300ER fleet 
with lie-flat business class seats, 
and more additional economy 
seats with extra leg room that will 
be available for a premium fee. 
 
     U S Airways is expanding its 
seasonal service with additional 
daily flights to Madrid, Rome, 
Frankfurt, from Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 
 
     Delta Airlines is going to use 
Boeing 777 airliners to Asia from 
Minneapolis. The ex-Northwest 
Airlines Boeing 747-400s will be 
relocated for European flights. A-
330 equipment will remain on the 
Minneapolis to Amsterdam and 
Paris routes. 
 
     Southwest Airlines is delaying 
deliveries of 30 Boeing 737-800s 
over the next two years. South-
west wants to save more than $1 
Billion in capital spending in the 
short term. 
 
     Airbus is increasing its mar-
keting of the Airbus A-320 series 
as a VIP jet. So far, they have 
sold about 15 of them.      
 
     Thai Airlines is considering a 
new budget airline with no frills. 
But there are already lots of 
low cost carriers in the re-
gion.  

Nostalgic Air Biplane Rides 
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Upcoming Model Events 
by Mark Jacques 
9 to 10 June 2012 – Heartland 
Model Car Nationals  – KC 
Slammers @ Overland Park 
Convention Center, 6000 College 
Blvd., Overland Park, KS.  Con-
tact Bill Barker @ (913) 250-
0906, wlbl9@yahoo.com or 
www.kcslammers.com  
 
5 August 2012 - 5 th Annual 
GTR Summer NNL  – IPMS/GTR 
Auto Modelers @ the Algonquin 
Township Office, 3702 US High-
way 14, Crystal Lake, IL, contact 
Chuck Herrmann @ (847) 516-
0211, gtrchab@yahoo.com or 
visit the club website at www.
gtrautomodelers.freeservers.com  
 
8 to 11 August 2012 – IPMS-
USA National Convention 
“Discover Historic Florida”, 
Themes: The Race to Space 
1962 – 1972; 1942: Guadalca-
nal; 1942: Stalingrad; A Cold 
War Heats Up: The Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis (50 th Anniversary); 
100 Years of Chevrolet: 1912 - 
2012 – IPMS Pelican Model Club 
@Disney’s Contemporary Re-

20 October 2012 – Glue Crew 
2012 Model Contest and Swap 
Meet – IPMS / The Glue Crew @ 
Howard Johnson Inn & Confer-
ence Center, 7101 N. Mountain 
Road, Wausau, WI, contact 
www.thegluecrew.com  
 
23 March 2013 – 9 th Annual 
Model Show and Contest – 
IPMS/South Central Modelers of 
Minnesota @ Five Lakes Centre, 
308 South State Street, Fair-
mont, MN.  9:00am to 4:00pm, 
Registration ‘till Noon; Entry Fee: 
$1.00 per model.  Website: http//
public.fotki.com/73superduty/
south_central_model ; contact 
G r e g o r y  P a u s e w a n g 
57chevy1957@bevcomm.net or 
at (507) 526-3531. 
 
27 April 2013 – Fleacon 9 –  
Alexander Lippisch @ PS Air 
Hanger @ Easter Iowa Airport, 
Cedar Rapids, IA contact Bill 
Kreuger @ 319-362-9602 http://
ipms-usa-lippisch-chapter.org/
wordpress/  

sort, 4600 N. World Drive, Lake 
Buena Vista, FL 32830 www.
ipmsusa2012.org 
 
8 September 2012 – Gateway 
to the West Contest and Swap 
Meet – IPMS Gateway @ Hitters 
Choice Cages, 534 Workman 
Road, Eureka, MO, contact Doug 
Barton @ 636-332-9960 or visit 
the club website at www.ipms-
gateway.com  
 
29 September 2012 – Nordic-
Con 2010 – Theme “As Seen 
on TV” – Twin Cities Aero Histo-
rians @ Productivity Inc., 15150 
25th Ave. N., Plymouth, MN 
55447.  www.aerohistorians.org  
 
20 October 2012 – MOSS CON 
2012 – IPMS / Missouri Ozarks 
Scale Specialists (MOSS) @ 
White House Theater / Legend of 
Kung Fu, 2255 Gretna Road, 
Branson MO, contact Nate Jones 
@ 417-230-6220. 
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members. 
 
THE EIGHTIES: The club 

auction is revived again in 1980 
and brings in $348.75; July’s 
guest speaker was Col. Ray 
Klosowski, who not only told us 
all about flying his F-4 Phantom, 
he brought it with him to the 
meeting (from Duluth); The sky 
falls as Custom Model Hobby 
closes out its model kits and 
concentrates on craft items in 
1982;  A new club logo of the 
Wright Flyer and Space Shuttle 
is adopted; The MN Air National 
Guard Museum opens in July of 
1984. We would make it our new 
home in January of 1985; Former 
club member Bernie Fletcher 
passes away leaving behind an 
unforgettable legacy for some 
club members who helped sort 
out his modeling estate for 
several months (to be covered in 
depth in a later article); Famous 
MN ace Dick Peterson (Hurry 
Home Honey) talks to the club in 
May of 1985;  A new hobby shop 
opens named Hobby Depot in 
Richfield;  Frank Cuden hosts a 
mini-meeting in Albert Lea, MN;  
Club membership reached a 
record 93 people in 1989. 

 
THE NINETIES:  The 25th 

Anniversary Banquet is a huge 
success with 76 in attendance at 
Steak & Ale. Dave Galbraith puts 
out a 25th Anniversary book for 
all who attend;  At the October 
EAA Museum Contest in 1992, 
TCAH members win 40% of the 
awards;  At the November club 
auction, we break the $500 dollar 
barrier for the first time with 
$572.00;  After a long hiatus the 
club decides to sponsor a TCAH 
Photo Contest;  Tom ‘Mr. 109’ 
Norrbohm builds Me-109 number 
34;  Club auction nets $620.00 in 
1993;  Bob Steinbrunn writes his 
17th article for Fine Scale 
Modeler;   Chuck Mayer 
organizes/updates his slide 
collection which numbers 30,000 

of which 2,000 are of the F-4 
Phantom;  Club holds a special 
auction to raise seed money for 
the upcoming IPMS Regional it 
will host in 1995 in Plymouth.  
The unbelievable sum of 
$1603.00 was raised at this 
auction; Two Special Interest 
Groups (SIG’s) are formed in the 
club.  One on Russian aircraft, 
the second on Naval Air. A few 
years later a Japanese SIG will 
be formed; IPMS R-5 Con in 
1995 is a HUGE success!; Club 
reaches a milestone with 100 
members in July; Club balance 
as of November 1995 is 
$4,479.88;  In the summer of 
1996, Woodcraft Hobby closes 
its doors after 60 years in 
business;  The first of several 
‘Banzai Bash’s’ are held at Don 
Soderlund’s home in St. Michael;  
Club raises $918.00 at the 
November auction, a record for a 
regular auction;  A sign of the 
computer age…..20 members 
have an e-mail address;  30th 
Anniversary Banquet is held at 
the Decathlon Club.  30th 
Anniversary book is put out by 
the club to give to attendees;  
Club business meeting is held 
out of state at Mark Krumrey’s 
home in New Richmond, WI;  
John Roll and his wife purchase 
Battle Hobbies in early 1997 and 
rename it Roll Models;  97 
models entered in the April 1997 
club contest. Largest turnout in 
over 20 years; Club’s web site is 
up and running in summer of 
1997; November auction breaks 
the $1000 mark for the first time!; 
Tom ‘Mr. 109’ Norrbohm builds 
his 50th 1/48th scale Bf-109 in late 
1997; Club host the IPMS R-5 
Con in May of 1999 at the Days 
Inn MOA; Club Treasury reports 
a balance of nearly $7000.00 in 
June of 1999;   

 
THE NEW CENTURY (2000-

2010):  Club wins the 1999/2000 
Gil Godfrey Memorial Chapter of 

(Continued on page 6) 

(Continued from page 1) 
and drawings; Club logo is 
changed to the Flying Tiger 
insignia of the AVG/23rd FG; First 
club banquet is held at the 
Normandie in November of 1973; 
In 1974, Jack Mugan as editor 
became legend when the 
January and April issues ran 24 
pages.  Other issues would run 
12 or 18 pages.  We were the 
envy of many clubs, locally and 
nationally; TCAH was accepted 
as a chapter of the American 
Aviation Historical Society; First 
club photo contest was held in 
1974; Panic strikes during the 
1974 oil crisis when members 
realized what plastic is made 
from; The first ever club auction 
netted a whopping $13; The club 
hosts its first IPMS Regional in 
1975;  Club moves to a new 
meeting place at the Naval 
Reserve Base (NARDET); 
Custom Model Hobby moves to 
46th and Minnehaha Ave;  First 
member of the year award is 
presented to Jack Mugan in 
1975; Carl Bong, brother of WWII 
ace Dick Bong is a guest 
speaker; The tenth anniversary 
club banquet is a huge success 
with over 50 attending and the 
premier showing of the ‘movie’ 
featuring skits by various club 
members including Bob Nelson’s 
infamous classic first flight of his 
model Lockheed Tristar in his 
hobby room; Ring’s Hobby Shop 
would close out their model kits 
and concentrate on crafts in 
1976; The club hosts its first and 
last Open House.  A brief 
mention in the newspaper 
‘Community Events’ section, 
brings out droves of people to 
the NARDET base (who where 
not happy with this turn of 
events) and the donuts and 
coffee on hand for the members 
was gone in the first 15 minutes;  
200 copies of the TCAH Annual 
are printed and handed out in 
1978.  It is 18 pages in length 
and features articles by seven 


