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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 

The Aero Historian is published montly 
by the Twin City Aero Historians, Inc., a 
joint chapter of the American Aviation 
Historical Society and International 
Plastic Modelsers Society/USA, for 
members and readers as part of their 
annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing. 
For more information contact Larry 
Donovan at 651-501-4755. 
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:30pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material and address 
changes to the treasurer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 
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The “Sun Setters”, were the 
VLR Mustang pilots of the 15th, 
21st and 506th Fighter groups, VII 
Fighter Command based on Iwo 
Jima   

 
The 506th FG was delivered 

by ship to Guam on March 17th 

1945, a week later the unit flew 
to Tinian. 7 weeks of CAP and 
practice missions were flown 
while North Field on Iwo was 
prepared for their arrival. Finally 
on May 11, the 458th FG landed 
on Iwo. First combat missions 
didn’t occur until May 18th, flying 
defensive CAP, unfortunately 
that day the first casualty 
occurred when F/O John Cream 

was killed in a plane crash.  
 
Japanese territory was finally 

the target on May 22nd when 
eleven aircraft bombed Chichi 
Jima. Followed by The first VLR 
mission to Japan for the 458th, 
occurring on 28 May 1945, 
attacking the Kasumigaura 
Airdrome on the Island of 

(Continued on page 5) 

Tamiya P-51D Mustangs, 1/48 Scale 
by Mark L. Rossmann 

506th FG / 458th FS Colors 
by Mark L. Rossmann 
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TCAH Officers 
 
President, Johannes Allert 
 
Vice-President, Frank Cuden 
 
Secretary, John Dunphy 
 
Treasurer, Tom Norrbohm 
 
Historian, Tom Norrbohm 
 
Sergeant-at-Arms, Bob Maderich II 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 

 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Distribution Editor 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
612-721-8787 
rmschmierer@comcast.net 
 
Send articles to: 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dave Hueffmeier 

TCAH This Month 
 

The monthly meeting will be 
held Saturday March 9, at Flem-
ing Field, South St. Paul, begin-
ning at 1:00 pm. Vendor baiting 
will begin about 12:00, so 
come early. 

We hope everyone had a 
good time at last month’s 
meeting. It was great seeing Ken 
Jensen and Ken Sallman among 
the ‘black sheep’ – it just proves 
you can’t keep a pair of good 
Marines down.  

 
We especially thank Jeff 

Fries for the “Gone West” 
remembrance. Sadly, he made 
the astute observation after the 
meeting that with each year’s 
passing; the list grows a bit 
longer.  

 
Thanks to those who helped 

with the set-up of food before the 
meeting and the clean up 
afterwards. Your assistance was 
greatly appreciated! Lastly, we 
congratulate the recipients of 
Historian, Modeler, and Member 
of the Year.  

 
This month is the yearly 

auction where members donate 
stuff (kits, tools, books, art work, 
materials) from their stash and 
place bids on the various items in 
order to raise capital for the club 
coffers. We will need at least two 
volunteers to help manage this 
event.  

 
Due to the amount of items 

brought in for auction, we 
respectfully request   members 
abstain from bringing in built kits 
for show-n-tell. Additionally, with 
the exception of pre-ordered 
items, will the vendors please 
refrain from setting up shop for 
this particular meeting – Thanks 
all!  

 
Our Club Treasurer, Tom 

Norrbohm, informs us the 
cupboard is running bare. We will 
address this further in the April 
meeting once it’s determined 
what we have on hand and what 

The transfer of signatory’s of 
the checking account was finally 
accomplished and we are now 
good to go!  We took on 4 new 
members, one of them a former 
member.  Ken Sallman, David 
Kopydlowski, Steven Sauck & 
Dennis Ugulano. Welcome 
aboard!  We also took on two 
member renewals.  Our total 
membership at this time is 86 
members. 

 
We paid out a lot of money in 

expenses this month in the 
amount of $1,045.28.  This 
covers Nordic Con down 
payments for the venue, FSM 
advertising and food for the 
meeting to name the biggest 
amounts.  We took $55 in dues 
for income.  On 2/10/13 we have 
a balance of $4,388.35. 

Treasurer’s Report 
by Tom Norrbohm 

Club Officer’s Column –  
March Madness 
by Johannes Allert 

the expected costs are for the 
remainder of the year. We will 
review this with the membership, 
offer and receive suggestions for 
ways to better manage the club – 
all this with an eye on what the 
long term goals and mission is 
for the club. 

 
One side note - Nordicon co-

chair, Bob Maderich suggested 
that half the proceeds raised at 
this month’s event goes towards 
buying kits for the Nordicon 
raffle. This will be discussed and 
brought to a formal vote before 
the auction proceeds.  

 
Remember – bring your 

unwanted stash and cash for the 
auction! See you then! 
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Modeler Kit Manufacture  Scale 

Bernie Kugel Mig-21F-13 Trumpeter 1/48 

 Mig 21 bis Eduard 1/48 

 F-4B Phantom Academy 1/48 

    

Frank Cuden B-25H Testors 1/72 

    

John R. Ross B-17G Revell 1/72 

    

John Dumphy Zero Tamiya 1/72 

    

Mark Krumrey Hanover CL11 Wingnuts 1/32 

 Sopwith Pup Wingnuts 1/32 

    

Dave Gatts Jake Floatplane w/motor Nichimo 1/48 

 Stinson Reliant AMT 1/48 

 Fw-190D-9 Koster Conversion - Mono. 1/48 

 V-1 Old AMT rebuilt 1/48 

    

Mark Rossman B-25 J11 Monogram 1/48 

    

Erik Zabel Rolland D V1a Wingnuts 1/32 

    

Bruce McClain F-14D Hasegawa 1/48 

    

Merrill Anderson Guadalcanal Dio Vision, Dragon, Tamiya 1/35 

    

Steve Hustad Fw-190F8  "Yellow 14" Hasegawa 1/72 

 7 figures in progress for dio Preiser, et al 1/72 

    

Steve Erickson Viking Ship Revell 1/50 

On The Table—February 2013 
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Models and Photos 
by Mark L. Rossmann  
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Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

American Airlines and U S 
Airways will merge and create 
the world’s biggest airline. The 
Board of Directors of both 
airlines approved the merger on 
Wednesday, February 13. The 
new airline keeps the American 
Airlines name, but will be run by 
U S Airways CEO Doug Parker. 
The merger has been in the 
works since last August. The 
new airline will be slightly larger 
than United Airlines. They will 
operate more than 900 airliners, 
have 3200 daily flights, a nd 
have about 95,000 employees, 
not counting regional affiliates. 

 
Hawaiian Airlines earned 

$53.2 million in the year of 2012. 
 
Alaska Airlines earned $339 

million in the year of 2012. 
 
Allegiant Airlines earned 

$14.8 million in the year of 2012. 
 
Delta Air Lines will hire 400 

new flight attendants this year. 
So far, THIS YEAR, Delta Air 
Lines has received 44,000 

applications. 
 
Turkish Airlines ordered 2 

more Airbus A-330s with an 
option for 3 more. Turkish 
Airlines now has 38 Airbus A-
330s with a total for the airline of 
104 of all types of airliners. 

 
Airbus A-330 airliners have 

had more than 1200 orders for 
the type, and over 900 are flying 
worldwide with almost 100 
operators. 

 
Delta air Lines plans to 

expand service in Los Angeles 
and Seattle with increased 
number of flights.  

 
Boeing is now working on 

the stretched version of the 787 
Dreamliner. 

 
Airbus has announced that 

Air Lease Corporation (ALC) 
ordered 25 Airbus A-350s. The 
Airbus A-350 is the Airbus 
version of the Boeing 787 
Dreamliner, with carbon fiber 
construction etc. Airbus has 617 
on order. The A-350 will be a 
med-sized long range airliner 
seating 270 to 350 passengers. 

Delta Air Lines says their 
price for jet fuel was $2.81 per 
gallon for December thanks to 
the new Trainor, Pennsylvania 
ref inery coming on line. 
Domestic airline fuel prices were 
just over $3.00 per gallon in 
2012. In February, 2013, the 
price jumped to $3.20 per gallon. 
Delta Air Lines expects to save 
$300 million per year. Delta used 
around 2.6 Billion gallons of jet 
fuel in 2012. 

 
Delta Air Lines is going to 

spend $175 million at JFK Airport 
in New York City improving 
Concourse B at Terminal 4 at the 
airport. 

 
Delta Air Lines says that 

Minneapolis is the “Hub Of The 
Year”. All goals were exceeded 
for 2012. Delta has 477 daily 
flights with departing seat to 
Atlanta of 1,888, to New York 
City of 1,696, to Chicago of 
1,407, to Detroit of 1,387, to Los 
Angeles of 1,291,and to Seattle 
of 1,115. 

 
Icelandic Airlines ordered 16 

Boeing 737s valued at $1.6 
Billion. 

Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 
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Upcoming Model Events 
by Mark Jacques 
9 March 2013 – Region 5 Re-
gional Convention/Mad City 
Modelers Model Show – Mad-
City Modelers @ Doubledays, 
4586 Baxter Road, Cottage 
Grove, WI.  For more information 
visit the club website @ http://
madcitymodelers.web.com or 
contact Rob Teubert 608-295-
9258 
 
23 March 2013 – 9th Annual 
Model Show and Contest – 
IPMS/South Central Modelers of 
Minnesota @ Five Lakes Centre, 
308 South State Street, Fair-
mont, MN.  9:00am to 4:00pm, 
Registration ‘till Noon; Entry Fee: 
$1.00 per model.  Website: http//
public.fotki.com/73superduty/
south_central_model; contact 
G r e g o r y  P a u s e w a n g 
57chevy1957@bevcomm.net or 
at (507) 526-3531. 
 
13 April 2013 – SURGICON 
19 – IPMS Plastic Surgeons @ 
Lakeside Center, 400 NW Lake-
shore Drive, Ankeny IA.  9am – 
4pm.  Registration 9am to Noon, 
Judging Noon-3pm, Awards 

 
14 to 17 August 2013 – 2013 
IPMS/USA Nationals – “The 
Thin Air Nationals” – JQ 
Hammons Conference and Con-
vention Center & Embassy 
Suites Hotel, Loveland Colorado 
( www.embassysuitesloveland.
com or 970-593-6200)  Watch 
the IPMS/USA website and the 
Journal for more information or 
contact info@ipmsusa2013.com 
 
21 September 2013 – Nordic-
Con – Theme: “Need For 
Speed” – Twin Cities Aero Histo-
rians @ Northern Star Council, 
Boy Scouts of America Base 
Camp, 201 Bloomington Road, 
Fort Snelling, MN 55111, www.
explorebasecamp.org ph: 651-
254-9135.  Contact: Bob 
Maderich II, ph: 612-423-2985, 
robertmaderich69@hotmail.com 
9:00am to 4:00pm. 
 
6 to 9 August 2014 – 2014 
IPMS/USA Nationals – Hamp-
ton, VA.  Watch the IPMS/USA 
website and the Journal 
for more information. 

Presentation 3pm.  $12 Registra-
tion Fee – Unlimited Entrys, Jun-
iors Entry – FREE!  Raffle!!!  
Free Spectator Entry.  For more 
information please visit the club 
w e b s i t e  @  w w w . i p m s -
plasticsurgeons.com or contact 
Aimee Wright 515-292-3395 or 
ithondagirl@gmail.com  
 
13 April 2013 – “Cabin Fever 
Classic” Scale Model Show & 
Contest – Red River Scale Mod-
elers @ Fargo Air Museum, 1609 
19th Ave. N., Fargo, ND – 9am – 
4pm.  Registration 9am to noon.  
Museum Admission $8, Single 
Entry $5, Unlimited $10. For 
more information, contact Tom at 
701-241-9568 or visit the club 
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w .
redriverscalemodelers.webs  
 
27 April 2013 – Fleacon 9 – 
Alexander Lippisch @ PS Air 
Hanger @ Easter Iowa Airport, 
Cedar Rapids, IA contact Bill 
Kreuger @ 319-362-9602 or li-
brarian@gl-iowa.org or visit the 
club website http://ipms-usa-
lippisch-chapter.org/wordpress/  

Page 5 

References: Osprey Aviation 
Elite Units – Very Long Range 
Mustang Units of the Pacific 
War – Author: Carl Molesworth. 

 
Decals: AreoMaster 48-794 

through 797 and SuperScale 48-
1 1 5 2 .   W e b  S i t e : 
506thfightergroup.org 
 

stabilizer but not on the rudder or 
elevators.  Replacement plane’s, 
began about mid-June, having 
their tails as solid colors, this in 
an effort to simplify the painting 
process and to have better 
identification of each fighter 
squadron. Original aircraft of the 
458th were reported to have 
retained their stripes. 

 
Here are two examples of 

the aircraft markings, stripes and 
solid.  

 
“Madam Wham-Dam” #550, 

was piloted by Maj. Shipman.  
However on the fateful “Black 
Friday” Lt. Col Scandrett deputy 
commander of the 506th was 
flying the plane and did not 
return. This is a Tamiya 1/48 P-
51D; decals are from AeroMaster 
sheet 48-794. 

 
 “Boll Weevil”, “A Neat 

Package” #556, flown by 1Lt. 
Bennett C. Commer hailing from 
Mississippi, named his side “Boll 
Weevil” after the common pest 
back home. The second pilot, 
2Lt. Harry J Seeger’s, “A Neat 
Package”, was complete with 
pin-up artwork along with 1 kill 
marking on the port side for his 
kill of a Japanese fighter on June 
10th.. These pilots were assigned 
to “A” flight. This is a Tamiya 
1/48 P-51D; decals are from 
AeroMaster sheet 48-794. 

 
The twin UHF antennas were 

actually made out of wood. I 
fashioned mine out of flat end 
toothpicks. 

 
These are among the last 

USAAF Mustang units to be 
activated for combat. If you 
would like to know more about 
the VII Fighter command, the 
Banzai attack and the storm of 
June 1, you will enjoy reading the 
following: 

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Honshu. The 506th Group tallied 
50 Japanese planes destroyed or 
damaged on the airbase, while 
having no losses. 

 
Black Friday, June 1, 

occurred when a large weather 
front was entered by all 3 Fighter 
groups, 15th, 21st and 506th, 
which 59 Mustangs were from 
the 506th.  As a result 27 planes 
and 24 pilots were lost, on that 
day’s mission no plane was lost 
to fighters or ground fire. 
Headquarters lost Lt. Col. Harvey 
Scandrett and Capt. Edmund 
Crenshaw. The 458th lost the 
fewest of the 506th pilots; 2nd Lt. 
Thomas F. Kerrigan and 2nd Lt. 
Robert B. Harvey. 

 
As a result of this loss of 

pilots, changes were made for 
future raids, specifically placing a 
single person in overall 
command of the airborne fighter 
groups and making sure a 
combat experienced “Sun Setter” 
was posted to the B-29 Weather 
Plane. It was found on that day’s 
mission the assigned fighter pilot 
had no combat experience.   

 
In the end the 458th claimed 

22 enemy aircraft shot down, 
with no aces, the highest scores 
of 2 enemy aircraft a piece came 
from 1Lt. Evan S. Stuart, 2Lt. 
Frank H. Wheeler, Capt. Peter 
Nowick, 1Lt. Harold G. Davidson 
and Capt. Richard W. Barnes. 
The 458thth in total, for the 22 
effective VLR missions from May 
28th to August 14, lost 29 aircraft 
and 20 pilots to all causes. 

 
458th was commanded by: 

Maj. Harrison Shipman 10/44 to 
EOW. 

 
458 th FS P-51’s were 

assigned numbers 550 to 599 
and were painted with 4 inch 
dark sea blue stripes on the rear 
fuselage vertical fins and 

Meeting called to order at 
1:15PM.  Guests and new 
members announced. 

 
Club Awards: Historian of the 

Year – Tom Norrbohm; Modeler 
of the Year - Erik Zabel; Member 
of the Year – Bob Maderich.   

 
‘Spook’ Johns discussed the 

one day trip to the Pensacola 
Navy Museum in May.  Info at 
the Sun Country web site.   

 
Nordic Con 2013 will be held 

on Saturday September 21, 2013 
at the Boy Scouts Base Camp 
building. 

  
Club web site domain was 

discussed by Sean and by his 
suggestion we move it to a more 
user friendly site that would also 
cost less.  Motion made and 
carried with a unanimous vote by 
the membership to do so.   

 
A proposal for a scale 

modeler’s workshop was made in 
April and May.  More info at:  
tkbe@msn.com. 

Secretary’s Notes 
by John Dunphy 


