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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 

The Aero Historian is published montly 
by the Twin City Aero Historians, Inc., a 
joint chapter of the American Aviation 
Historical Society and International 
Plastic Modelsers Society/USA, for 
members and readers as part of their 
annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing. 
For more information contact Larry 
Donovan at 651-501-4755. 
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:00pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material and address 
changes to the treasurer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 
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Tamiya 1/48 A6M2 and A6M2-N 
by Mark L. Rossmann 

History: 
As 1940 continued with the 

war in China, Japan didn’t figure 
to win the vast countryside, but 

to hang on to the major cities in 
the interior and ports. The 
stalemate continued. Then in 
September the Zero was 
introduced. Pilots were not 
impressed, and wanted to keep 
their “Claudes”. In one on one 
mock combat the “Claude” out 
maneuvered the Zero and won 

every duel. However the first 
combat with Chinese aircraft 
proved the Zero was overall 
superior to the “Claude”, claiming 
27 fighters shot down. Lt. Cdr 
Fujita stated the “Zero was better 
than the “Claude” in performance 
and firepower. So I liked the 

(Continued on page 4) 

A6M2 Zero and A6M2-N Float 
Plane 
by Mark L. Rossmann 
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TCAH Officers 
 
President, Robert Maderich II 
 
Vice-President, John R. Ross 
 
Secretary, Marty Agather 
 
Treasurer, Dennis Strand 
 
Historian, Tom Norrbohm 
 
 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 

 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dennis Strand 

TCAH This Month 
 

The monthly meeting will be 
held Saturday September 12, at 
Fleming Field, South St. Paul, 
beginning at 1:00 pm. Vendor 
baiting will begin about 12:00, so 
come early. 

entering the contest.  Don’t worry 
if you don’t know what you will be 
entering yet, even if its just a 
partial list it will help out 
tremendously and you can 
update the list the day of the 
contest.  We will have special 
lines for those pre-registered to 
add those additional entries. 

  
Finally on NordicCon, we 

need your donations for the 
raffle.  The raffle and silent 
auctions are a major part of the 
financial success of the event 
and go a long way toward 
m a k i n g  i t  m o r e  s e l f -
sufficient.  While sealed kits are 
preferred, we will gladly take any 
complete and unstarted open kits 
as well.  We continue to work 
w i t h  v a r i o u s  v e n d o r s , 
manufacturers and suppliers for 
donations but your donations 
make the biggest impact.  Please 
take a few minutes to review the 
contents of your Strategic 
Styrene Reserve (SSR) and see 
if you can part with a kit or two. 
Your continuing support is 
greatly appreciated. 

  
OK, I lied already…  at 

NordicCon we are sponsoring an 
award for the best military aircraft 
and we would really like this to 
be an award the members of 
TCAH vote on.  Because of our 
truncated time line most of the 
usual people will be busy 
performing other functions so are 
going to be looking to see if 
someone would be willing to step 
up and take care of handing out 
and collecting the ballets for the 
TCAH award, then tallying them 
and turning that information into 
Mark Rossman by 2 pm.  If we 
can’t find someone to do this 
then we might be forced to draft 
a committee to represent TCAH 
and make that selection for 
us.  Please consider taking on 
the challenge if you have time 
and will be attending NordicCon. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Greetings All! 
 
 We have a lot to talk about 

so enough small talk and I’ll get 
right to it.  With the State Fair 
and the end of summer right 
around the corner it’s time to 
start talk ing more about 
NordicCon.  October is just 
around the corner and we are in 
need of lots of resources to help 
make it a successful event.  This 
year will be a little different 
because we have an event 
immediately following NordicCon 
at the venue, so our time table 
has been truncated and we will 
need lots of help and to run 
things crisply.  To that end we’ll 
start with Mark Rossman and 
Bernie Kugel may tap you on the 
shoulder and ask for your help 
with some judging.  We are trying 
something different this year by 
having all the judges identified 
before the event.  As usual we 
will need some help setting up 
and tearing down, the tearing 
down part will be the more critical 
need since we need to be out of 
the space by 4pm.  Please plan 
on attending and hanging around 
a little afterwards to help us tear 
down.  To help speed things 
along, once again we will be 
holding pre-registration for the 
NordicCon at our meeting.  Mark 
Jacques will be on hand for both 
the September and October 
meet ing to hand le  pre-
registration.  This really helps us 
manage the stream of people 

From the VP 
by John R. Ross 
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For the Tamiya 1/48 A6M2 I 
used Tamiya TS-29 Semi Gloss 
Black Spray for the cowling, then 
the new and very well done AS-
29 IJN Gray Green for the body. 
According to the instruction 
sheet, the aircraft markings were 
for Lt. Commander Shigeru Itaya, 
Flying Corps Commander for the 
carrier AKAGI, Pearl Harbor 
attack. The Grey Green color 
was used for a very short time 
from about October of “41” 
through to about May of “42”.  

 
The A6M2-N type 2 is 

another 1/48 Tamiya kit. Once 
again I used TS-29 Semi Gloss 
Black spray for the cowling. For 
the undersides I used AS-2 IJN 
Light Gray and upper surfaces 
AS-1 IJN Dark Green. The 
instruction sheet says the 

markings are from November 
“42” to January “45” at the 
Aquatic Base of Shumushu 
Island, North Kuril. 

 
Overall one plane took 

maybe about the same time to 
build brand new, because of the 
stripping job. But I am satisfied 
with results. 

 
References: 
1.    Osprey Aircraft of the 

Aces 22 – IJN Navy Aces 
2.    Tam iya  Ins t ruc t ion 

Sheet 
3.    World War II Airplanes 

volume 2, by Enzo Angelucci 
and Paolo Matricardi, a Rand 
McNally book. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Model: 
 I built these 20 years ago 

and through a couple of moves 
they saw their wear and tear. I 
thought about building new 
ones, but decided I had a 
reclamation project instead. All 
small pieces, antenna, canopy, 
Pitot tube etc were removed. I 
used oven spray on it to strip 
paint and decals off. It started 
out like the picture of the A6M3. 
This process took about six 
times to complete, spray (well 
ventilated area), let sit for 12 
hours, take an old tooth brush 
into a bucket of water to brush it 
off.  Once done a thorough rinse 
and set aside to dry. From there 
it was like any other model that 
you would paint and decal.  
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Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

Delta Airlines set an all-time 
records on July 31 by flying over 
620,000 passengers. 

 
Spring Airlines, a Chinese 

low-cost airline, ordered 21 
Airbus A-320s for about $2.1 
Billion. They were ordered 
through the Chinese Communist 
Government and will be built in 
the Chinese factory of Airbus. 

 
Thai Airways is laying off 

1400 employees and dropping 
money loosing routes like Los 
Angeles to Bangkok and Rome 
to Bangkok. 

 
Delta Airlines, in a marketing 

agreement with China Eastern 
Airlines, is purchasing 3.5% of 
the airline stock. Cost was $450 
million. 

 
Next February, Emirates will 

start the longest flight from Dubai 
to Panama City of 17.6 hours 
and 8,888 miles. 

 
El Al, the airline of Israel, 

ordered 15 Boeing 787 
Dreamliners. 

 
British Airways parked its last 

737-400. British Airways first 
operated the Boeing 737 in July 
of 1978. 

 
VIrgin Atlantic Airways is 

retiring their last Boeing 747-400 
next February. 

 
United Airlines is adding new 

flights from the winter schedule 
to Vail, Colorado, Tucson, and St. 
Kitts. 

 
Boeing is raising the 

production rate of their Boeing 
767 line, mainly because of the 
large 50 aircraft order from Fed 
Ex. The 767 will now be 
manufactured at the rate of 2 per 

month. 
 
China Eastern Airlines, one 

of the largest airlines in 
Communist China, ordered 15 
Airbus A-330s valued at $3.6 
Billion. The Chinese Communist 
Government ordered the aircraft 
for China Eastern. 

 
Lion Air of Indonesia took 

delivery of their 150th Boeing 
737-800 on 17 August. 

 
IndiGo, the largest airline of 

India, ordered 250 Airbus A-320s, 
for about $25 Billion. This is the 
largest order, by number, that 
Airbus has ever received. With 
this order, IndiGo will have 530 
Airbus A-320s - the worlds’ 
largest A-320 fleet. 

Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

(Continued from page 2) 

  
While we normally try to 

promote the dickens out of the 
presentation for the month, this 
month we’re trying to keep it a 
surprise and just suffice it to say 
that we have something special 
in store for you.  In the coming 
months Marty Agather will be 
doing a presentation in October 
to share some of his tips and 
tricks for Aircraft, November is 
our club elections and Jim Kloek 
will be doing a presentation on 
ship building, December is our 
White Elephant event and in 
January we have our club 
contest and challenge.  Speaking 
of the club challenge, don’t forget 
to look through your SSR to build 
something from that for the club 
challenge.  It would be nice to 
see some WIP on anyone’s 
challenge on the show and tell 
table… 

  
Regarding the club elections, 

November is fast approaching 
and we will be starting to take 
nominations for officers starting 
in September.  The positions up 
for nominations are: President, 
Vice-President, Secretary and 
Treasurer.  You don’t need to do 
a Napoleon Dynamite dance to 
nominate anyone but it might 
help to get some votes…. 

  

The club paid out $50.00 in 
expenses through August 15th.  
This included a trophy for Nordic 
Con and an IPMS membership 
for a club officer.  We didn’t take 
in any revenues.  This brings our 
balance to $4675.25. 

 
 Beginning in September we 

will be accepting club dues for 
2016.  Dues are currently at 
$15.00 per year.  Members 
should be paid up by December 
31, 2015.  A $5.00 late fee will be 
charged after that date.  You can 
see me at our monthly meetings 
or you can send your dues to me 
at: 833 Manomin Ave., St. Paul, 
MN 55107.  I will give you a 
membership card at the next 
meeting.  If you cannot be at a 
meeting or you want to get the 
membership card earlier, please 
include a self- addressed 
stamped envelope and I will send 
your membership card by return 
mail.  

Treasurer’s Report 
by Dennis Strand 

 
I am hoping that we will have 

a record number of members to 
add to the rolls of TCAH for 
2016.  Join early and join often. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Zero”. 
 
Combat experience of the 

Zero pilots in China would 
provide great confidence to 
them. Heading into 1941 these 
p i l o t s  w e r e  d a n g e r o u s 
opponents, and would prove that 
in the opening months of the 
Pacific war.  

 
The A6M2 was the mainstay 

fighter of the JNAF as they were 
committed to the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the Philippines. 
Japanese carriers positioned 
themselves 200 miles north of 
Pearl, at 0130 hours Tokyo time 
the bombers started climbing off 

Coinciding with the Pearl 
Harbor raid, Japan hit the 
Philippines, Hong Kong and 
Dutch East Indies. The lightning 
strikes were successful in 
catching many allied aircraft on 
the ground and leaving them 
smoldering piles, continuing the 
story line that the Zero was 
invincible.  

 
The Battle of Midway would 

turn the tide in the Pacific for the 
allies. The battle broke out in the 
early morning of June 4th. The 
Akagi, Kaga, Soryu and Hiryu 
steamed to Midway with over 
2 5 0  a i r c r a f t .  A m e r i c a n 
cryptographers, however, had 

(Continued on page 5) 

the flight decks.  The Zero (code 
named Zeke by the allies) pilots 
played a key role in the attack, 
protecting the bombers and 
torpedo bombers, strafing parked 
aircraft and shooting down those 
that did get off the ground… but 
not all of them. The Japanese 
pilots were surprised at the 
aggressiveness of the American 
pilots flying P-40B’s. 2nd Lt's 
Taylor and Welch were two of 
them. 55 Japanese officers and 
men were lost in the Pearl 
Harbor raid, which included 9 
zeroes lost to all causes, 3 in the 
first wave and 6 in the second. 
Those crews that survived 
grieved their lost brethren.  
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Weight:       6,164 lbs loaded 
Max speed: 332 mph 
Ceiling:        32,810 ft 
Range:        1930 nautical 

miles 
Armament:   2x20 mm 

cannons, 2 machine guns and 
264 lbs of bombs. 

 
 
 
The Zero floatplane A6M2-N 

(allied code name “Rufe”) was a 
last ditch effort to provide a 
fighter float plane for forward 
island bases where landing fields 
were impossible to build in the 
southern and northern reaches of 
Empire. The 15-Shi floatplane 
f i gh te r  was  s t i l l  unde r 
development and wouldn’t be 
ready till 1943. The project was 
accepted and Nakajima began 
the project with chief engineer 
Shinobu Mitsutake.  

 
Three used Model 11 Zero’s 

were the starting point. Changes 
included: A) Deck landing gear 
removed, main float, right and 
left auxiliary floats were added. 
B) The fin was strengthened and 
the rudder area was increased to 
make up for directional stability 
and rudder efficiency affected by 
the floats C) Sealing of the floats 
and body to prevent them from 
leaking and corroding. The plane 
was slightly slower than its 
wheeled version, but it retained 

i t s  m aneuve rab i l i t y  and 
superiority over the early war 
allied aircraft. It was accepted for 
mass production under the 
designation “Type 2” Float Plane 
Fighter.  A total of 327 were 
manufactured between 1941 and 
1943.  

 
The allies were cautious as 

the plane was as dangerous as 
its wheeled brother as it fought 
against bombers and fighters. On 
the 10th of October, 1942 
Sergeants Kawai and Maruyama 
engaged over 20 Wildcats in the 
Shortland Islands. While both 
were killed in the ensuing battle, 
they in turn destroyed 4 Wildcats, 
one by ramming. In the end all 
front line unit float planes were 
destroyed. 

 
Aircraft: 
A6M2-N was manufactured 

by Nakajima Hikoki K.K.. 
Engine: Nakajima NK1C 

Sakae 12, 14 cylinder radial, air 
cooled, providing 940 hp. 

Weight:       5,423 lbs loaded 
Max speed: 270 mph 
Ceiling:        32,810 ft 
Range:        1107 nautical 

miles 
Armament:   2x20 mm 

cannons, 2 machine guns and 
264 lbs of bombs. 

 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

(Continued from page 4) 

broken the Japanese code and 
the Americans were lying in wait 
with the Hornet, Enterprise and 
Yorktown along with the Midway 
contingent of aircraft. The loss of 
4 fleet carries stunned the 
Japanese, losing many valuable 
veteran pilots and aircraft crew. 
In order to replace the lost pilots, 
veteran land based pilots were 
recalled to train the new ones. 
The entrance requirements were 
lowered and the training syllabus 
shortened, only to produce pilots 
ill equipped to do front line 
battle.   

 
The A6M2 carried on as a 

land based fighter and even 
appeared as a float plane, the 
A6M2-N. After the Battle of 
Midway, an improved A6M3 
appeared with a more powerful 
engine and better firepower.  

 
A total of 10,449 Zero’s 

were produced. It became the 
icon of the Japanese fighter 
plane, like the RAF Spitfire, 
Luftwaffe BF109, the USAAF 
Mustang. 

 
Aircraft: 
A6M2 came on line in 

S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 4 0 , 
manufactured by Mitsubishi. 

Engine: Nakajima NK1C 
Sakae 12, 14 cylinder radial, air 
cooled, providing 950 hp. 


