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Howard 500  
All airshow photos by Bob Arko 

One of the many rare air-
planes that are home-based at 
the Blaine (MN) Airport is the 
Howard 500. There are only 2 of 
the 16 that were produced that 
are still airworthy, and both are at 
Blaine. While the Howard 500 
started life as a Lockheed PV-1, 

this plane is more than just a 
conversion. The fuselage has 
been lengthened by 4 feet, and 
pressurized. To accomplish this 
the fuselage was redesigned and 
rebuilt, along with many other 
structures and parts. Even 
though you can see the Lock-
heed heritage, the redesign is 
the reason that “it looks a little 
off” to the warbird enthusiast. 
Still, it’s a beautiful airplane. 

 

The Minnesota Wing of the 
Commemorative Air Force 
brought their Ryan PT-22 Recruit 
and Vultee BT-13 Valiant (what 
my Dad used to call the “Vultee 
Vibrator”), as well as perennial 
favorite “Miss Mithchell”.  

 
The Hawker Sea Fury 

“Sawbones”, which competes in 
the Reno air races, is also based 
at Blaine and was displayed at 
the show. 

Pictorial of the 2016 “Discover 
Aviation Days” Airshow at the 
Anoka  County Blaine Airport 
by Bob Arko 
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TCAH Officers 
 
President, John R. Ross 
 
Vice-President, Robert Maderich II 
 
Secretary, Marty Agather 
 
Treasurer, Dennis Strand 
 
Historian, Tom Norrbohm 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 

 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dennis Strand 

items you would like to donate to 
the raffle, please bring them to 
the meeting or the event and 
give them to Bob.  We have 
some great seminars scheduled 
and a great event planned so I 
hope everyone will come and 
participate. 

 
This month we are fortunate 

to have Frank Cuden doing the 
presentation.  I for one are 
excited to see what he has to 
share.  For November we have 
the elections and Erik and I will 
be doing a presentation on 
Arduino, a great option for 
adding lights and action to  a 
model.  For December we have 
our White Elephant event and 
January is our Club Contest and 
Challenge.  

 
 Hope to see everyone at 

the meeting this month! 

It’s October and the year is 
quickly coming to an end.  With 
that we have a lot to talk about, 
starting with our club elections 
next month.  We will be taking 
nominations for all of the club 
officer positions, but both Marty 
and Dennis are planning on 
staying on in their respective 
positions.  That means we will 
need some new leadership in the 
President and Vice President 
role.  Both Bob and I will be 
stepping down after this year, 
speaking for myself, it’s been an 
honor to be President for the 
year, but work and personal 
matters will prevent me from 
taking another year.  I plan on 
staying on as the NordicCon 
representative, so I’ll still be busy 
in club matters.  Being a leader 
next year is a great opportunity.  
We will be celebrating our 50th 
Anniversary as a club and you’ll 
have an opportunity to shape the 
direction of the club going 
forward.  Please seriously 
consider running or talking with 
someone you think would be a 
good leader going forward. 

 
 If it’s October that means we 

can’t miss talk ing about 
NordicCon.  This year’s event is 
on Saturday October 22nd at the 
Boy Scout Base Camp located 
near Fort Snelling.  We will be 
looking for volunteers to help us 
set up and tear down after the 
event so if you can pitch in, all 
assistance would be greatly 
appreciated.  We will be taking 
early registration at the October 
meeting to help reduce the 
congestion at the registration 
desk during the event.  Please 
take a few minutes to fill out your 
forms and bring them and your 
entry fees to the meeting.  It will 
help speed your time at the show 
and help us get more people 
processed.  If you have any 

From the Prez 
by John R. Ross 

TCAH This Month 
 

The monthly meeting will be 
held Saturday October 8, at 
Fleming Field, South St. Paul, 
beginning at 1:00 pm. Vendor 
baiting will begin about 12:00, so 
come early. 

During the last 30 days we 
have had some annual fees due 
for our web site that totaled 
$215.22.  Sean B. also obtained 
some light fixtures to benefit our 
club’s photographic needs.  
These items had been approved 
at a previous meeting and were 
finally purchased for $149.99. 

 
On the flip side, there were 

eight members that renewed.  
This gave us an income of 
$120.00.  Our current balance, 
as of 9/11/2016, is $5942.13. 

 
Please consider paying your 

annual dues of $15.00 at the 
October meeting and check our 
current roster to make sure your 
personal information is current 
and accurate. 

 
Now get busy and finish your 

Nordic Con 2016 entries. 

Treasurer’s Report 
by Dennis Strand 
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Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

United Airlines will start 
Cincinnati to San Francisco 
service next year. United Airlines 
boardings are up 44% in 
Cincinnati since 2013. 

 
Air France, due to huge 

demand, operated an Airbus A-
380 from Paris to Rio de Janiero 
during the Olympic games. This 
included the first time that an 
Airbus A-380 had flown to Rio. 

 
American Airlines retired 20 

MD-80 airliners the last week of 
August. They are being replaced 
by Boeing 737-800s and Airbus 
A-321s. American will retire a 
total of 45 MD-80s this year. 
They are being parked at 
Roswell, New Mexico. Most are 
about 30 years old. The entire 
fleet will be retired by the end of 
2017. At one time, American had 
375 MD-80s in service. 

 
American Airlines will begin 

Dallas to Incheon (Seoul), Korea 
service using Boeing 777s. 

 
Jet Blue Airlines flight 387 on 

August 31st, became the first 
scheduled airline flight to Cuba 
since 1961 - 55 years ago. The 
flight was full from Fort 
Lauderdale to Santa Clara, 
Cuba. Flying time was 72 
minutes. 

 
Boeing announced that Joe 

Sutter, age 95, died on August 
30th. Joe lead the team that 
designed the 747. 

 
Hong Kong Airlines ordered 

9 more Airbus A-330s to add to 
the 22 Airbus A-330s that they 
presently operate. 

 
Spirit Airlines received the 

first Airbus A-321 produced in 
America. The new Airbus plant is 
in Mobile, Alabama. Airbus plans 

Just a note from your soon to 
be lame duck vice-president. I 
want to send out a couple of 
thank you's  to the group at 
large, and a few to selected 
individual members.  

 
First, TCAH stepped up and 

donated $250.00 to the Nordicon 
Make and Take program for kids. 
Between RPM, MMFS, and us 
we will have enough Make and 
Take kits for future shows.  

 
Now, a special thanks to a 

few members: 
 
To Sean Brzozowski, kudos 

for rebuilding the club website. It 
is our footprint in the modeling 
world and is so important today. 

 
To Mark Rossmann. A big 

note of appreciat ion for 
organizing the wonderful 
presentation at the September 
meeting. 

 
To Bernie Kugel, a big thank 

you for your fine build of the B-17 
for our presenter. 

 
Finally, Don't forget about 

our, "Seaplane Challenge" for 
the January meeting. It would be 
great to see a good turnout of 

Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

From the VP 
by Bob Maderich II 

NOMINATIONS 
For club officers will be final-

ized at the October meeting. 
Consider who you would like to 
see as a club leader. Also con-
sider what our club would be like 
if nobody runs. Self nomina-
tions will be accepted. 

civilian and military aircraft. 
There are lots of fine models out 
there, so get building! 

to build 4 Airbus A-320s per 
month. 

 
What is the MONTHLY 

payment for an Airbus A-380? 
Singapore airlines says that they 
pay $1.71million PER MONTH, 
PER AIRCRAFT for the Airbus A-
380. Singapore has 21 Airbus A-
380s. That is about $46 million 
PER MONTH payments on just 
their Airbus A-380s. Singapore 
has a fleet of 304 airliners.  

NORDICON 
Is just around the corner, Oc-
tober 22. 

This series has really gotten 
me thinking about why I do this. 
Not just because its fun, but why 
is it fun? Like many of you, I 
caught the bug to build from my 
Dad. He was fascinated by air-
planes as a kid, and became a 
WWII pilot. After the war he built 
flying models, and let me “help” 
him. He finally set me up with my 
own plastic kit, and I was 
hooked. 

 
My inspiration follows an up 

and down cycle. I haven’t done a 
lot of modeling recently because 
of other demands on my time. I 
picked up some copies of several 
modeling magazines, and look-
ing at the articles about “How To” 
with great photos of the process 
and finished product get me itch-
ing to get back to work on the 
half dozen kits I have in pro-
gress.  

 
I get the same feeling when I 

look at the show and tell table at 
the club meetings. Seeing what 
others have done inspires me to 
try that myself, I guess. 

What Inspires My Modeling 
by Bob Arko 
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Hawker Sea Fury “Sawbones” 
All photos by Bob Arko 
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Ryan PT-22 Recruit and Vultee BT-13 Valiant 
Minnesota Wing, Commemorative Air force 
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T-28 Trojan 

P-51 Mustang “Sierra Sue II” 
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On The Table—September 2016 

Name Model Manufacturer Scale 

Frank Cuden Spitfire MK19 Spitfire MK19 1/72 

Frank Cuden F-86 Sabre Airfix 1/72 

Frank Cuden Ryan PT-22 Conversion Hawk 1/72 

Dave Perzel F-4C Revell 1/48 

Bruce McClain B-17G Monogram 1/48 

Michael McClain B-17G Monogram 1/48 

Dennis Strand Stearman - 1/48 

Bob Maderich II Macchi MC.72 (in progress) - 1/32 

   

Commemorative Air Force B-25 “Miss Mitchell” 
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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 

The Aero Historian is published montly 
by the Twin City Aero Historians, Inc., a 
joint chapter of the American Aviation 
Historical Society and International 
Plastic Modelsers Society/USA, for 
members and readers as part of their 
annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing. 
For more information contact Larry 
Donovan at 651-501-4755. 
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:00pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material and address 
changes to the treasurer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 

 


