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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 

The Aero Historian is published montly 
by the Twin City Aero Historians, Inc., a 
joint chapter of the American Aviation 
Historical Society and International 
Plastic Modelsers Society/USA, for 
members and readers as part of their 
annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing. 
For more information contact Larry 
Donovan at 651-501-4755. 
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:00pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material and address 
changes to the treasurer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 

 

Airshow Alert 
 
The annual Discover Aviation 
Days airshow will be held at the 
Blaine Anoka County Airport 
(Janes Field) on June 4 and 
June 5. 
 
DiscoverAviationDays.org 

(Continued from page 7) 

unfortunately does not allow 
mention of them all, but they all 
comprise an inspiring group! 

Editor’s note: 
Bob provided a lot more images 
of the artwork and covers of 
some of the publications of this 
amazing group of people, but 
there wasn’t room to include 
them all. 
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Fokker Triplane 
By Steve Hustad 

I was asked by TCAH 
President John R. Ross to put 
some thoughts down on paper 
regarding where I find inspiration 
in modeling. I can’t think of a 
better answer than the Twin City 
Aero Historians, a club that I 
joined in 1974. And here’s why 
I’m so inspired by this group: 

 
Among the various IPMS 

chapters of which I’ve been a 

member, one in particular stands 
out as being somewhat unique 
and just a little bit different. This 
group, of course, is the Twin City 
Aero Historians. This club has a 
very appropriate name for a 
group of aviation enthusiasts, 
only some of which are model 
builders. In time the club became 
a chapter of the International 
Plastic Modelers Society (USA 
branch), while later yet it became 
a chapter of the American 
Aviation Historical Society, both 
of which reflected the varied 

aviation interests of its members. 
 
Founded in 1966 by like-

minded aviation buffs, the group 
grew to include aviation artists, 
art framers, aviation ephemera 
collectors, authors, pilots, 
mechanics, sculptors, book 
s e l l e r s ,  I n t e r n e t  h o b b y 
distributors, and yes, even model 
builders. There were always 
some models on the tables 
during the meetings, but the 
main thread which ran though 

(Continued on page 4) 

Finding Inspiration 
by Bob Steinbrunn, IPMS 3345 
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TCAH Officers 
 
President, John R. Ross 
 
Vice-President, Robert Maderich II 
 
Secretary, Marty Agather 
 
Treasurer, Dennis Strand 
 
Historian, Tom Norrbohm 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 

 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dennis Strand 

the Year was not announced 
because the winner of that award 
was not present. 

 
Also during our last meeting 

Mark Rossman announced the 
opportunity for members to visit 
the Wings of Steel in Richmond, 
WI after our June meeting,  He 
has a detailed article in this issue 
with more details.  We’d like to 
encourage as many members as 
possible to attend and also 
suggest a $20/person donation 
for the foundation.  There is no 
admission cost.  If you are 
interested in attending, please 
see Marty Agather to sign up so 
we get a good idea of how many 
people will be going. 

 
 This month we will be 

blessed with a presentation from 
Bob Steinbrunn.  He will be 
sharing his comments on his 
book “Vietnam Scrapbook – An 
Army Pilot’s Combat Tour Book”, 
this should be an interesting and 
lively presentation.  Next month 
we will not have a presentation 
due to the Wings of Steel visit. 

 
 Have a great month and 

we’ll see you at the meeting! 
 

I ’d  l ike to  s tar t  by 
acknowledging the passing of 
Dave Huffmeier.  Dave was a 
longtime member of the club, an 
officer and we could always 
count on Dave pitching in during 
NordicCon.  Many of us will 
remember seeing Dave at the 
club Auction, his last meeting 
and I was very grateful that Jeff 
Fries gave us the update he did 
at the April meeting.  Dave will 
be missed very much and our 
prayers go with you Dave. 

 
April was our award and 

dinner meeting.  Thanks to Marty 
Agather for getting everything.  
It’s a difficult job and often goes 
without recognition.  For the 
awards we only had one 
recipient present and that was 
Mark Rossman for Historian of 
the Year, Congratulations!  The 
other two Bob Steinbrunn for 
Modeler of the Year and Noel 
Allard for the Newsletter Article 
of the Year will be getting their 
awards at another meeting or it 
will be mailed to them.  
Congratulations to you both.  The 
last award for Club Member of 

From the Prez 
by John R. Ross 

TCAH This Month 
 

The monthly meeting will be 
held Saturday May 14, at Flem-
ing Field, South St. Paul, begin-
ning at 1:00 pm. Vendor baiting 
will begin about 12:00, so 
come early. 

T-28 
by Frank Cuden 
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(Continued from page 6) 

years and has had numerous 
exhibitions. He has received 
many private commissions and 
awards, including a prestigious 
one from the EAA AirVenture 
Mus eum  du r ing  an  a r t 
competition. His paintings of 
aircraft cockpits are unrivalled 
and have an almost photographic 
quality. In 2013 Bruce was 
presented with the Minnesota 
Aviation Artist of the Year Award 
by the Minnesota Aviation Hall of 
Fame. 

 
So there you have it; just a 

brief look at the types of 
enthusiasts one would find in the 
Twin City Aero Historians. There 
are so many other worthy 
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  s p a c e 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

Boomer II 
By Jack Mugan 

H6K Mavis 
by Steve Hustad 
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and has written five books that 
I’m aware of. He’s a former Huey 
crewmember and A former 
Secret Agent for North Central/
Republic/Northwest Airlines. He’s 
a helicopter kit collector (having 
amassed more than he will 
reveal), and he now runs his 
clandestine writing operation out 
of Kansas City. 

 
Jack Mugan – Another 

extraordinary and artistic model 
builder, Jack started his career 
as a commercial artist, a 
commodity he brought to his 
model building which caused 
many “ooohs” and “ahhhs” by 
those viewing his models. This 
quality inherent in his aircraft 
made everyone want to learn 
from him. Jack rose to the title of 
Media Director for Dayton’s 
department store in Minneapolis, 
a position which enabled him to 
bring his experience to TCAH as 
both newsletter editor and 
president of the group. Jack’s F/
A-18 Hornet caused a sensation 
when it appeared on the cover 
and within the October 1987 
issue of FineScale Modeler 
magazine. You can immediately 
recognize his models: his 
“signature” is truly unique. 

 
John Roll – John is another 

accomplished model builder who 
has placed highly in IPMS 
competitions. At an IPMS 
regional in Chicago John won the 
special Bf 109 contest while still 
a young modeler and was 
awarded a beautiful painting of a 
109 in combat. His interest in the 
hobby has caused him to start 
his own mail-order and Internet 
business of Roll Models. This, of 
course, makes him a big hit at 
club meetings when he brings 
boxes of the “latest and greatest” 
for sale. We think John’s major 
success is due to his lovely bride 
Mary. 

 
Bob Steinbrunn – Bob is a 

former Army combat helicopter 
pilot who flew in Vietnam and 
has written a book about the 
experience. He has also written 
over fifty articles for various 
magazines: FineScale Modeler, 
Ships in Scale, IPMS Quarterly, 
The Nautical Research Journal, 
Model Cars, and Toy Farmer. 
He won the George Lee Best in 
Show Judges Grand Award at 
the 2006 IPMS/USA Nationals in 
Kansas City with his 1/192 
model of the WWII destroyer 
USS Kidd, a four year effort. Bob 
retired after 46 years as a pilot, 
26 of which were for North 
Memorial Medical Center where 
he f lew  Agusta A-109 
emergency medical helicopters. 

 
Frank Cuden – Frank is a 

long-time member who creates 
lovely masterpieces mostly in 
1/72 scale, and is a prolific writer 
as well. Frank has written 
numerous articles for Aerospace 
Modeler, Scale Aircraft Modeller 
International, Scale Aircraft 
Modelling, FineScale Modeler, 
and his models have made 
m a n y  a p p e a r a n c e s  o n 
Hyperscale and other online 
forums. In 2016 Frank was 
presented with the Minnesota 
Aviation Artist of the Year Award 
by the Minnesota Aviation Hall of 
Fame. 

 
Dave Weitzel -  A prolific 

builder of 1/72 scale airplanes 
that is very modest about his 
achievements, Dave continues 
to impress viewers with his well-
done collection of aircraft, 
including his unusual race 
planes. Dave brings home 
f requents  t roph ies  f rom 
competitions but you’d never 
know unless you were there and 
you asked him. 

 
Bruce McClain – Bruce 

taught art at Gustavus Adolphus 
College in St. Peter for many 

(Continued on page 7) 

(Continued from page 5) 

reflect this: sharp, clear, artistic, 
and lovingly created by a 
draftsman’s hand. Steve is a 
force to be contended with at 
IPMS Regional and National 
competitions: he always brings 
home a halftrack-load of 
trophies. Yet, Steve is always 
the first to share his skills and 
techniques with others. In 2015 
Steve was presented with the 
Minnesota Aviation Artist of the 
Year Award by the Minnesota 
Aviation Hall of Fame. 

 
John Valo – Model builder at 

the Master level, John is 
perhaps best known as an 
aviation artist. He has been 
commissioned to do quite a bit 
of box art for Hobbycraft and 
other kit manufacturers, and he 

illustrated all the profiles and 
paintings, including the cover, of 
“ T H E  B E S T  I N  T H E 
SOUTHWEST”. The quality of 
John’s models – many of which 
appear on Hyperscale – reflect 
his excellence as an artist. In 
2014 John was presented with 
the Minnesota Aviation Artist of 
the Year Award by the 
Minnesota Aviation Hall of 
Fame. 

 
Terry Love – Terry is 

another Squadron/Signal author 
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Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

Garuda Airlines of Indonesia 
ordered 14 Airbus A-330s valued 
at $5.75 Billion. 

 
Jet Blue Airlines and Alaska 

Airlines were bidding for Virgin 
America Airlines. Alaska Airlines 
won with a bid of $2.6 Billion. 
Alaska Airlines is now the fifth 
largest airline in America. 

 
Delta Airlines is the fastest 

growing airline at LAX since 
2009. Delta has doubled their 
flights to now they have 160 daily 
departures, including 10 daily 
flights to New York City, and 
hourly f lights to San Francisco. 

 
Boeing received an order for 

4 Boeing 747 freighters from an 
un- announced air carrier. Boeing 
has a backlog of 23 orders for 
the 747-800. This does not 
include the two new Air Force 
Ones. 

 
Boeing has defined their next 

airliner as the MOM - middle of 
market - airliner. It will have 200-
250 seats and medium range 
(4,000 to 5,000 NM). They will 
decide this year if it will be a “go.” 
Much of discussion, so far, has 
been on a clean-sheet start up or 
a modified version of an existing 
design. Also whether it will be a 
single aisle (with 3-3 seating), or 
a twin aisle (2-2-2 or 2-3-2 
seating) cabin. Being discussed, 
also, is wider seats, turn around 
efficiency (a twin aisle is much 
better), larger overhead storage, 
larger windows, wider aisles, a 
blended wing, etc. 

 
United Airlines was 90 years 

old on April 6. American Airlines 
is also 90 years old this year. 
Northwest Airlines would have 
been 90 years old this year also, 
if they had not merged with Delta 
Airlines. 

 
Emirates ordered two more 

Airbus A-380s. Emirates already 
operates 75 Airbus A-380s. 
Including this order for two more, 
Emirates has 67 Airbus A-380s 
on order. Airbus A-380s cost 
about $435 million each. 

 
MSP had 36  m i l l ion 

passengers traveling through in 
2015. 

 
Boeing announced that they 

sold 15 airliners to private 
customers in 2015. These are 
called BBJ - Boeing Business 
Jets. In 2015, Boeing delivered 
three 747-800s and four others 
as BBJs. 

 
By the time that you read 

this, Delta Airlines may have 
ordered 75 Bombardier C series 
airliners with another 50 more on 
option. If the deal is completed, 
Delta Airlines would be the 
largest  opera tor  of  the 
Bombardier C series airliner. The 
CS100 holds about 100 
passengers and the CS300 holds 
about 130 passengers. First flight 
of the C series was on 16 
September 2013, and was just 
awarded a certificate for 
government approval last 
December. The CS300 first flew 
on 27 February 2015. Unit costs 
are CS100 - $72 million each, 
CS300 - $82 million each. They 
are built with larger windows, 
composite materials, large 
overhead bins, etc. Bombardier 
presently has 53 orders for the 
CS100, and 190 orders for 
the CS300. 

Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

history she was the world’s first 
and only prototype dual control 
trainer in 1954. Less than ten 
years later, she was factory 
rebuilt to become another new 
design development for the 
second time. She is now the 
world’s oldest surviving Gannet, 
and the oldest turboprop aircraft 
flying of any type. She is the last 
Gannet to land on an aircraft 
carrier (RN) and the last in the 
world to retire from the military in 
1978. She is also the most 
famed of all Fairey Gannets 
having many magazine and TV 
credits to her name. 

“Janet” has a new stable 
partner, namely “Hank”. He is a 
very rare Hawker Hunter jet 
aircraft with a very special history 
that compliments “Janet’s”. 
“Hank is one of only three 
Hunters ever built of his type 
called a T8M and is the only one 
of the three to start his return to 
flight through his restoration with 
the Wings of Steel. “Hank” 
actually served in the Royal Navy 
at Lossiemouth in Scotland when 
“Janet” was also there serving for 
the Royal Navy. Two of the 
rarest Cold War aircraft surviving 
are together and the Wings of 
Steel will be the only Foundation 
in the world to have them on 
show for you all to see 

 

Tour 
The tour is scheduled after 

our June 11th meeting for 3 PM, 
at the New Richmond Wi. Airport.  
Plan to leave at 2PM for about a 
45 minute drive, we will car-pool 
so consider volunteering. We will 
have a guided tour and access to 
the aircraft. Things should wrap 
up around 5PM 

This  is  a  non-prof i t 
organization and relies solely on 
contributions. My suggestion for 
those that attend is a minimum 
$20 tax deductable donation.  

A sign-up sheet at the May 

(Continued on page 4) 

“JANET” is the World’s Last 
flying Fairey Gannet T5 anti-
submarine aircraft, XT752. In her 
incredible list of credits to her 

Do you know "JANET" 
XT752 ??? Or the "Wings of 
Steel Foundation"? 
by Mark Rossmann 
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Our neighbors at CAF are 
having their “Hangar Dance” in 
June.  Todd Lofquist, who is in 
charge of the museum portion of 
the hangar, would like to 
temporarily fill up some of his 
unfinished displays and make 
them presentable for the dance.  
One of the cases is set aside for 
flight training activities.  He has 
some photos and artifacts, but is 
asking for models of training 
aircraft in any scale, from any 
branch of service, that were 
used during WWII through the 
Korean War. 

 
These models could be 

returned in a month or two.  If 
you have any models of training 
aircraft that you would be willing 
to loan to the CAF for the dance, 
please bring them to the next 
meeting. 

Noel Allard -  Aviation 
author, artist, scratch-builder par 
excellence, and nominated to be 
inducted into the Minnesota 
Aviation Hall of Fame. Noel has 
an article about his model 
building on the Gator Modelers 
Web site. Noel has several 
books to his credit, including 
“Speed – The Biography of 
Charles W. Holman”. [Holman 
was the first chief pilot of 
Northwest Airways and was a 
famous racing pilot. St. Paul 
Downtown Airport (Holman Field) 
was named for him.] 

 
Another of Noel’s books is 

“Minnesota Aviation History – 
1857-1945”, an exhaustively-
researched history of aviation in 
this state. Noel is so enamored 
of Minnesota that he moved 
north upon retirement!! (Noel, 
what could you have been 
thinking???) 

 
Jim Goodall – A very prolific 

author for Squadron/Signal and 
other publishers, Jim gained a 
certain notoriety – along with 
John Andrews of Testors – by 
photographing secret aircraft at 
Area 51 from public lands. The 
Testors model of the fictitious F-
19 produced as a result caused a 
congressional enquiry. Jim was 
formerly an expert on the 

(Continued on page 5) 

(Continued from page 3) 

meeting will be at the front desk 
by the secretary. Please sign-up, 
would like to give a head count to 
our guide before June 11th, also 
indicate if you would be a car-
pool driver. At the April meeting 
about 14 raised their hands 
to attend. 

supplies from a hobby dealer, 
and perhaps enter your model in 
a club contest. 

 
The club was very active in 

displays at local hotels and 
shopping malls, and in 1975 it 
was involved in the IPMS Region 
V convention which was co-
hosted by the P-38 Fighter Pilots 
Association. TCAH went on to 
host IPMS Regional Conventions 
in 1995, 1998, 2003, and has 
made bids for the IPMS 
Nationals. Truly this is a varied 
group of very different unique 
aviation-minded and individuals. 

 
I’d like to provide a brief 

cameo introduction to some of its 
old-time members which may 
prove to be of interest. Among 
these you may find some names 
you recognize, including the 
hoodlums graphically illustrated 
below who were attending the 
I P M S / U S A  N a t i o n a l s  i n 
Washington, D.C. in 1987. At the 
time they were involved in the 
Great Washington Forced Death 
March, attempting to photograph 
no fewer than ten major (and far 
distant) memorials for posterity. 
Each of these characters lost 
about ten pounds that evening! 
You’ll find out more about them 
further along in this article. 

 

Calling All Trainers! 
by Dennis Strand 

(Continued from page 1) 

each gathering   was aviation. At 
any one meeting you could 
peruse models ,  look  at 
someone’s antique aviation 
postcard collection, peer at 
albums of aviation postal stamps, 
heft a piston from a Wright R-
1820 engine, admire a very large 
painting of an F-105 cockpit, see 
a small collection of airline 
drinking glasses, buy a book or 
magazine from a aviation 
bookseller, an old kit from a 
member, paints and hobby 
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The “Wild Bunch”: Bob Steinbrunn, Dave Weitzel, Jack Mugan, Jim Goodall, Terry Love 

F4U and Learstang by Dave Weitzel 

(Continued from page 4) 

restoration teams at The 
Museum of Flight in Seattle and  
at the Pacific Air Museum in 
Honolulu.  

 
Glenn & Gary Horton – 

These two talented brothers 
wrote two books on their father’s 

B-24 Bomb Group, the 380th BG, 
which was active in the Pacific 
during World War II. The first 
was a limited publication titled 
“King of the Heavies: 380th 
BOMB GROUP, 1942-1945”, 
while the second was an 
expanded and heavily illustrated 
version carrying the title “THE 

BEST IN THE SOUTHWEST – 
The 380th Bomb Group in World 
War II”. This was beautifully – 
and copiously – illustrated by 
artist John C. Valo. 

 
Steve Hustad – Steve is an 

architect by trade and his models 
(Continued on page 6) 


