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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 

The Aero Historian is published montly 
by the Twin City Aero Historians, Inc., a 
joint chapter of the American Aviation 
Historical Society and International 
Plastic Modelsers Society/USA, for 
members and readers as part of their 
annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing. 
For more information contact Larry 
Donovan at 651-501-4755. 
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:00pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material and address 
changes to the treasurer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 
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Academy 1/72  Boeing KC-97L  
By Mark Krumrey 

At the TCAH meeting on 
Saturday 14 May 2016 I arrived 
early in order to set up my 
laptop, connecting cords, and 
overhead projector for my 
presentation on my Vietnam 
book. As I started walking away 
from my car I heard my name 

called out. Unbeknownst to me I 
was about to embark upon an 
“unexpected journey”. I was 
being hailed by Mark Krumrey 
who was just arriving in his own 
car. He presented himself erect 
at attention, we saluted each 
other (former USMC & U.S. 
Army), and he then held out a 
gorgeous model of a Boeing KC-
97L in 1/72 by Academy. Mark 
said he was moving from New 
Richmond, Wisconsin, to sunnier 
and warmer climes in Arizona 

and didn’t have room for this 
largish model. I asked if he was 
going to sell it or auction it off at 
a club meeting and he said no, 
he was going to give it away! 

 
He then asked me if I wanted 

to have it. Free. Here’s what my 
face looked like: 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

KrumreyKraft 
or 
The Bobbit – An Unexpected 
Journey 
by Bob Steinbrunn 
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TCAH Officers 
 
President, John R. Ross 
 
Vice-President, Robert Maderich II 
 
Secretary, Marty Agather 
 
Treasurer, Dennis Strand 
 
Historian, Tom Norrbohm 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 

 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dennis Strand 

It's really hard to say if 
anyone has inspired me with 
plastic modeling before I joined 
the TCAH in 2000. I've always 
been a loner in this hobby. My 
first introduction to this hobby 
was when I was five years old. I 
was shown some models 
someone built, 1/48 jets. I 
remember an F-15 and an F-4. 
To a five year old, really cool.  

 

My first model was a Revell 
Titanic, I was six years old. My 
mom bought it for me at a 
pharmacy with a couple bottles 
of Testors paints. I couldn't wait 
to get home from school and 
start building it. Like most first 
models it turned into a disaster. 
But I did finish it. Many times it 
sank in the bathtub. 

 

Cut to 1982. I'm 11 years 
old. Walking through the toy 
section of Target trying to figure 
out what to spend my allowance 
on. I turn down the model kit 
aisle and there are these new 
kits from MPC. 1/72 scale 
aircraft. Really cool WWII 
airplanes with great cover art and 
warning labels that the German 
kits have swastika decals 
included. Don Gentile's P-51B 
was my first. Brought it home 
and built it that night. You could 
build it gear up and that's what I 
did. I flew it around the bedroom. 
It made me happy. 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

Welcome to summer!  Yes 
the time of year where we are 
sometimes challenged to work in 
our hobby unless you are lucky 
enough to have your shop 
outside.  Between yard work and 
other challenges this is normally 
the time of year many of us are 
spread a little thin. 

 
 For June we will have a 

short business meeting before 
ending to leave for the Wings of 
Steel Museum that Mark 
Rossmann has put together,  it 
should prove to be an exciting 
and informative trip so I hope you 
can join us.  One order of 
business I neglected to address 
at last month’s meeting was a gift 
to the Wings of Steel Museum, 
so we will have a discussion 
about that at the meeting.  Mark 
has also asked that anyone 
attending the event consider their 
own donation to the museum as 
well.  Entry is free and donations 
go toward the renovation of the 
aircraft and running the museum. 

 
 I’ll just be getting back from 

WonderFest so I can give a 
report on that during the meeting, 
but that is also why I am a little 
thin on time for the newsletter.  
Sorry nothing more exciting.  We 
will have a NordicCon update as 
well as an update on our 
upcoming events. 

 
 Hope to see everyone at the 

next meeting. 

From the Prez 
by John R. Ross 

TCAH This Month 
 

The monthly meeting will be 
held Saturday June 11, at Flem-
ing Field, South St. Paul, begin-
ning at 1:00 pm. Vendor baiting 
will begin about 12:00, so 
come early. 

Wings of Steel Foundation 
Tour This Month 
by Mark L. Rossmann 
 

The tour is scheduled after 
our June 11th meeting for 3 PM, 
at the New Richmond Wi. Airport.  
Plan to leave at 2PM for about a 
45 minute drive, we will car-pool 
so consider volunteering. We will 
have a guided tour and access to 
the aircraft. Things should wrap 
up around 5PM 

 
This is a non-profit organization 
and relies solely on contributions. 
My suggestion for those that 
attend is a minimum $20 tax 
deductable donation.  

What Inspires My Modeling 
by Bernie Kugel 
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(Continued from page 6) 

when the cravings hit I would 
work on a model. I went to the 
hobby shop and seen that AMT 
had just released a Dodge Viper. 
And I thought that was one bad 
ass car. And so began my 
downfall back into plastic 
models. My father passed away 
a year earlier at 59, due mainly 
to bad choices he made when he 
was younger. As I got older I 
began to understand why he was 
the way he was. He had many 
good qualities and I have added 
them to my life. The bad ones 
went into the ground with him. 

 

I built cars for a number of 
years, got real heavy into 
NASCAR. And in 1998 while at 
HUB in Little Canada, I seen the 
Airfix releases of all those MPC 
kits I built some 15 years ago. I 
felt like I was 11 again. But this 
time I had money in my pocket. 
In 2000, the girl who I quit 
smoking for, now my wife, were 

on vacation and we were in Des 
Moines, Iowa. We stopped at 
Hobby Haven for me to look at 
models. While making my 
purchase I told the guy I was 
from the Twin Cities. He 
mentioned a group called the 
Twin City Aero Historians. I had 
never heard of them. A couple of 
days later, I'm at National Hobby 
in Fridley. I knew John Nordling 
through HUB and I asked him if 
he knew anything about the 
TCAH. Come to find out their 
monthly meeting was the next 
day.  

 

I joined the TCAH in August 
of 2000. I was so awestruck by 
finally finding people that had this 
same interest. I was shy at first. 
When I first came to the TCAH, 
my modeling skills were pretty 
dismal. Up til then, I had only 
handpainted my models or used 
spray cans. I owned an airbrush 
since 1987 but only used it like a 
spray paint can. But I listened to 

what the members had to say 
during show and tell. Dave Pluth, 
Steve Hustad, Johannes Allert, 
Ken Hornby, Tom Norrbohm, Jim 
Kaltenhauser, and Merri ll 
Anderson. Then meeting the guy 
whose work I seen in all the 
FineScale magazines, Bob 
Steinbrunn. I learned about 
Future and watercolors, how to 
use filler correctly and someone 
called John Roll. 

 

Over time my shyness went 
away an I became good friends 
with many in the TCAH. If asked 
who inspired me. I would have to 
say it was the membership of the 
TCAH in 2000/2001. Through 
them I have become a very good 
modeler and I love to share my 
knowledge of what I've learned 
over these years. I've made 
many friends and deep down, I 
think my dad's proud of me for 
the man I've become. 

Special Hobby 1/72nd scale SB2U Vindicator 
by Frank Cuden 
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this day, and it still hurts. 
 
I didn't stop building. I wasn't 

going to let him stop me. I had to 
find who I wanted to be, not what 
he wanted. The one thing that 
sucked is I didn't have anyone 
around me that had any interest. 
I was on my own. Two books, 
Color Treasury Of Model 
Airplanes and Building And 
Displaying Plast ic  Model 
Airplanes. One was from my 
school library and the other from 
the public library. I would take 
them out over and over and 
inspire myself. I found the Color 
Treasury on eBay a few years 
back. It still brings good 
memories.  

 

In 1985, while living in Colby, 
WI, I was at the local grocery 
store looking at the magazines 
and seen this one that caught my 
eye. FineScale Modeler. OMG! I 
couldn't put it down for days. At 
the time all I knew for kit 
manufacturers were MPC, 
Monogram, Revell, and Testors. I 

then discovered Hasegawa, 
Fujimi, and Tamiya, and my 
world opened up. Blew me away 
that these MPC kits I was 
building were originally made by 
Airfix. And there was a whole lot 
more kits from them than just the 
MPC line.  

 

I kept modeling and buying 
what I could buy with my 
allowance. Got into cars, some 
cheap armor kits, and some 1/48 
aircraft, mostly the Monogram 
kits. I built until I was 17, then 
just put the glue down.  

 

Cut to 4 years later, 1992. 
I'm 21 years old and having my 
first serious girlfriend. A bad 
habit I picked up when I was a 
teenager, I smoked. And the girl 
I was seeing had terrible 
allergies and I couldn't smoke 
around her. I had to make a 
choice: the girl or cigarettes. I 
chose the girl. But what to do  
with the cravings. I decided that 

(Continued on page 7) 

(Continued from page 2) 

Over the next few weeks, I 
bought more kits from Target. 
Galland's 109, Rudel's Stuka, 
McCampell's Hellcat. And I 
started to paint my models, 
(Target carried only Pactra 
gloss, but I didn't know any 
better). 

 

And here's where it gets 
sad. Most of the people I meet in 
this hobby has fond memories of 
building models with their 
fathers. Mine was not that way. 
In my dads eyes, a hobby is 
something you did to make 
money other than your regular 
job. My dad thought modeling 
was silly and a waste of time 
and money. I heard it, a lot. My 
worst memory is I built a P-38, 
my first one gear down. I had 
just finished it and was very 
proud of myself. I had it sitting 
on the buffet in our kitchen/
dining room. My dad walked into 
the kitchen and seen it sitting 
there. He swatted in onto the 
floor, breaking it. I still see it to 

Academy 1/72  Boeing KC-97L  
By Mark Krumrey 
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Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

Xiamen Airlines of China 
ordered 10 Boeing 737-800s for 
about $1 Billion. Xiamen Airlines 
presently has 125 Boeing 737-
800s, 4 Boeing 757s, and 6 
Boeing 787 Dreamliners - an all 
Boeing fleet. All Chinese airliners 
are ordered through the Chinese 
Communist Government. 

 
Delta Airlines announced a 

very large airliner order on 28 
Apr i l .  Del ta ordered 75 
Bombardier CS100s and options 
for 50 more. Delta is also 
flexible in the number of CS100s 
and CS300s versions. 

 
Delta Airlines is on an aircraft 

buying spree. Delta also 
ordered 37 Airbus A-321s valued 
at $4.25 Billion. This will make 82 
Airbus A-321s that Delta 
operates. Delta can now begin to 
retire their 116 MD-88s in the 
fleet. 

 
China Eastern Airlines 

ordered 15 Boeing 787 
Dreamliners. Cost is about $4 
Billion. China Eastern also 
ordered 20 Airbus A-350s. China 
Eastern presently has a fleet of 
561 airliners - a very large airline. 

 
VietJet of Vietnam ordered 

100 Boeing 737-800s valued at 
$11.3 Billion. They want to 
become a low-cost airline. 

 

This month we incurred a 
few expenses.  We had to pay 
for trophies, as well as our 
annual fee for use of our domain 
name on our web page.  This 
total comes to $227.21 and gives 
the club $5828.35.  Just for the 
record, we have about $670.00 
more than we had at this time 
last year. 

Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

(Continued from page 1) 

Unbelievably, Mark then 
produced another Academy C-
97L, this one with red high 
visibility markings. I was 
dumbfounded. (Well, even more 
than usual......grin.) I had to 
pinch myself to see if all this was 
real! 

 
I put the rear floor mats of 

my Toyota Highlander in the rear 
cargo area since they were 
heavily ribbed and these 
chocked the models well. They 
arrived home with no damage 
since the models didn’t move at 
all. I was delighted.  

 
However, when I attempted 

to put the models in my 
showcase I was crushed to find 
they wouldn’t fit due to their 
wingspan. What to do? What to 
do? I couldn’t leave these artful 
creations on top of my 
showcase, exposed to dust and 
other hazards of combat with the 
possibility of damage. Then it hit 
me: donate them to the TCAH 
club auction next year! Members 
can bid on these and the club 
officers can decide what to do 
with the proceeds. Now everyone 
benefits: the club, one or two 
lucky members, me (since I know 
these will go to a good home, 
and Mark, since his storage 
problem is solved. Thanks to 
Mark Krumrey, Master Modeler. 
You da Man! 

Treasurer’s Report—May 
by Dennis Strand 

Treasurer’s Report—June 
by Dennis Strand 

Last  month,  we had 
expenses of $345.01 from our 
April festivities. $306.21 at 
Jimmy John’s and $38.80 from 
Cub Foods.  We also paid out 
$30.00 in gift certificates and 
$100.00 to the IPMS 2016Nats in 
order to sponsor an award. Our 
total expenditures were $475.01 

 
From the estate of Dave 

Huef fmeier ,  we received 
$1000.00.  This will be added to 
the general fund.However, a 
separate account sheet will keep 
track of how this money is used.  
Dave Mayer paid dues last 
month, bringing our total income 
to $1015.00. 

 
Our current amount in the 

club coffers is $6412.34 
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Thought you might like to 
see our buddy Frank Cuden's 
installment (enshrinement?) in 
the Minnesota Aviation Hall of 
Fame. He was tabbed for 
Achievement in Art (modeling is, 
after all, art in 3D). His wife 
Marilyn is there as well as his 
son Frank, who flew in from 
Nashville to surprise him. He was 
interviewed by the lady from the 
Minnesota Flyer. 

Airfix 1/144th 737 with Rareliners decals.  
by Frank Cuden 

Minnesota Aviation Hall of 
Fame Honors Frank Cuden 
by Terry Love 
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