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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 

The Aero Historian is published montly 
by the Twin City Aero Historians, Inc., a 
joint chapter of the American Aviation 
Historical Society and International 
Plastic Modelsers Society/USA, for 
members and readers as part of their 
annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing. 
For more information contact Larry 
Donovan at 651-501-4755. 
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:00pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material and address 
changes to the treasurer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 
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Airfix 1/144 BAC-111 
by Frank Cuden 

This is the old Airfix 1/144th 
kit of the BAC-111.  I had an 
"also-old" sheet of ATP decals 
for Pacific Express that I had 
purchased many years ago and 
both had been sitting long 
enough.  Testors White enamel 
(small square bottles) for the 

fuselage crown and their gloss 
black for the bottom and tail.  
Alclad II's Aluminum for wing 
leading edges and Model Master 
#36492 for the gray areas on the 
wings.  Special thanks go out to 
Steve Macey for his help with 
this one.  It was a usual Airfix 
airliner build with ill-fitting 
passenger and baggage doors 

that needed filling and sanding.  I 
use Micro's Krystal Klear for the 
windows before painting and 
applied the window decals after 
the painting was completed - 
seemed easier than filling and 
sanding the window holes.  
Although not visible in the photo, 
I applied pencil panel lines to the 
model. 

BAC-111 
by Frank Cuden 
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TCAH Officers 
 
President, Bernie Kugel 
 
Vice-President, Jeff Fries 
 
Secretary, Marty Agather 
 
Treasurer, Dennis Strand 
 
Historian, Tom Norrbohm 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 

 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dennis Strand 

Challenge. Axel will give a talk 
on his memories of Berlin in 
November, And I will do a demo 
on recycling Tamiya bottles and 
custom mixing Tamiya paint in 
May. But if you have something 
you would like to share, please 
step forward and help our club 
out. 

 

That's all, Model On 

Well our Club auction in 
March was a great success. We 
made just a little over $1000 to 
add to our treasury. I want to 
thank everyone who donated and 
purchased items to help our little 
club. I want to give a big shout 
out to our auctioneers; Axel, 
Larry, and Merrill. Thank you for 
making our auction run smoothly 
and having fun at the same time. 

 

We had a small meeting 
before the auction. Dennis 
Strand is working with the CAF 
for a Doolittle Raiders display 
and is looking for some 
volunteers to help build 16 1/72 
B-25's. He has the decals for the 
markings of all 16 planes. The 
model planned on being used for 
this project is the Testors/Italeri 
B-25C/D kits. We have some but 
not enough to finish the project. If 
you have one of these kits in 
your collection and are not 
planning on building it, if you 
could donate it to this project, it 
would be greatly appreciated. 
John Roll has offered to donate 
the paints to keep the aircraft 
looking similar. I believe we are 
going to use Model Master 
enamels. I will “try” to match 
Tamiya acrylics for those who 
don't use enamels. The plan is to 
try to complete them all by 
December. 

 

Next up, at our April meeting 
we are having our annual club 
awards ceremony and luncheon. 
The menu plan is pizza from a 
local establishment, soda and 
cake. It is a great time and I hope 
everyone can make it.  

 

Finally we need to discuss 
what our club does for demos 
and presentations from our May 
meeting til December when we 
have our White Elephant 

President’s Report 
by Bernie Kugel 

TCAH This Month 
 

The monthly meeting will be 
held Saturday April 8, at Fleming 
Field, South St. Paul, beginning 
at 1:00 pm. Vendor baiting will 
begin about 12:00, so come 
early. 

Here we are in April and 

beginning to enjoy the weather 

changes. 

 

This month’s meeting is our 

annual treat feed and I hope you all 

have a good time. 

 

I thought that I would like to 

start a log or save a file of the 

everyday home products that are 

used in the model building process 

such as the use of Future to overcoat 

or dip canopies in. If you have other 

ideas on such things just jot down a 

note and give to me and we can see 

if we can put together a source 

of this knowledge.  

From the VP 
by Jeff Fries 

I am going to go through my 
build sequence for an Italeri/
Testors 1/72 B-25B/C.  It will be 
one of the models used for the 
Commemorative Air Force 
Doolittle Project.  If you are one 
of the volunteer builders for the 
project, this article is not 
intended to be how you should 
build your B-25.  Please use any 
ideas or tips as you see fit and 
disregard anything that you feel 
is not useful. 

 
(Continued on page 3) 

Doolittle B-25 Build 
by Dennis Strand 
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(Continued from page 6) 

was that.  I did some dry brush 
weathering with lighted colors 
and applied another brush coat 
of Johnson’s Pledge.  After 
leaving it set for a couple of 
hours, I prepared a wash of 
Black, Burnt Umber and Paynes 
Gray oil paint thinned with lots of 
turpenoid and slopped it on the 
model.  After a couple of 
minutes, I started wiping it off in 
the direction of airflow with a 
paper towel.  I kept going until it 
looked the way I wanted it.  This 
method is not everyone’s cup of 
tea.  It is messy and could 
threaten the decals.  I could 
sense that too much turpenoid 
would break down the ALPS ink.  
I had sealed the decals with 
Johnson’s Pledge and it worked 
out, but use your own best 
judgement concerning this 
process. 

 
A coat of Testors Dullcoat 

was sprayed on the model.  Then 
panel lines and control surface 
hinge lines were traced with a #2 
pencil.  The cowlings were 

removed, the engines and props 
were  ins ta l led  and  the 
assemblies were reattached to 
the airframe. The radio masts, 
DF antenna, trailing wire 
antenna, wheels/tires, landing 
gear doors, and exhausts were 
installed and painted by brush 
where needed.  A touch of Gray 
and Black Pastels were smudged 
in back of the engine and oil 
cooler exhausts and behind the 
cowl flaps. Then a final coat of 
Testors Dullcote with a pinch of 
GlossCote was applied.  The 
canopy and nose masking were 
removed.  The dorsal turret guns, 
clear tail cone, and landing light 
lenses were installed. An 
antenna wire was super glued 
between the radio masts and the 
B-25B was complete. 

 
When I asked Todd Lofquist, 

the originator of the Doolittle 
Project, if there were any specific 
requirements that he wanted 
included on the models.  He said, 
“Just have fun with it!”  If you 
build straight from the box and 
paint straight from the bottle, it 

will be greatly appreciated.  If 
you want to include figures, open 
the bombbay, or whatever, feel 
free.  We need all the help we 
can get, so please consider 
building a Doolittle Raider B-25.  
You get a free model, decals, 
bottle of OD paint (from John 
Roll), drawings and helpful tips.  
It will also be displayed with 
honor in the CAF Officers Club. 

 
I plan to have kits, decals 

and assembly packages at the 
April meeting.  The sign up board 
will be at the treasurer’s table. 
See you there!  
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I went through my typical 
technique.  First I primed with the 
Alclad II Grey Primer and 
checked for flaws.  Then I used a 
black “Shapie” to darken all the 
panel lines for pre-shading.  A 
thin coat of lightened MM Neutral 
Gray #1725 was sprayed onto 
the undersurfaces.  I lightened 
the gray a little more with white 
and sprayed at the centers of the 
panels. After thinning this 
mixture, I used it to hand brush 
the control surfaces in order to 
make them faintly lighter than the 
metal surfaces.  I did the same 
thing topside using MM Olive 
Drab #2050, although I did not 
lighten the initial coat of OD.  
After leaving it dry overnight, I 
used “Silly Putty” and tape to 

mask off the lower surfaces.
When dry,the airframe was 
brush coated with Johnson’s 
Pledge.The decals were next. 

 
The ALPS decals that were 

purchased for this Doolittle 
Project are fragile.  The decals 
need to be closely trimmed to 
remove as much of the clear film 
as possible before immersing in 
“warm” water.  Be sure that the 
backing paper is fully saturated 
and the film adhesive is fully 
softened before you try to slide 
the decal off.  Apply to a gloss 
surface and be careful when 
moving them into position.  The 
manufacturer says that enamel 
and other spirit based clear 
coats should be avoided and 
only acrylic top coats should be 
used. 

 
I did not have any trouble 

applying the decals, however, a 
couple of the edges did not want 
to settle down.  I put on some 
Micro Sol.  This worked, but, just 
as experiment, I applied 
Solvaset and that product also 
worked fine on these decals.  
The other thing was that the 
prop warning stripes were short 
and did not meet on the bottom 
of the fuselage.  I patched in a 
small piece of red decal and that 

(Continued on page 7) 

(Continued from page 5) 

masked the deicer boot areas 
using Tamiya masking tape and 
Bare-Metal Foil. It was easier to 
use the foil on the curved 
vertical fin areas by applying a 
piece and then trimming the 
excess off with an X-acto blade. 
It went smoother than expected 
and I glued the nacelles to the 
wings.  The fit here was 
excellent and only needed one 
little spot of filler.  The fuselage 
seam was filled as required and 
sanded.  I attached the vertical 
fins to the horizontal stabilizer 
and when dry, I cemented the 
tail assembly and the wings to 
the fuselage.  The cowl flap 
rings were placed on the cowls 
(the smooth ones) and these 
units were temporarily attached 
with a dot of white glue 
(“Elmer’s”) to the nacelles 
without the engines installed.  I 
placed a bead of white glue  
along the wing root joint and 
used a wet Q-Tip to wipe off the 
excess.  This is all that was 
needed to fill the tiny gap.  I 
masked over the frame lines and 
clear areas on the canopy and 
nose piece, then glued them to 
the airframe with Formula ‘560’ 
Canopy Glue.  The landing gear 
struts were wrapped with 
aluminum foil and, at last, we 
were ready for paint. 
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Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

United    Airlines    is    adding    San  
  Francisco    to    Munich,    Germany    r
oute    on    May    24    using    Boeing    78
7    Dreamliners.    United    is    upgradi
ng    to    Boeing    777--‐300ERs on 
their    Newark,    New    Jersey    to    Tel    
Aviv    due    to    increased    demand.     

 
V i r g i n  

Australia has cancelled their ser
vice from  Perth to Abu 
Duabi  due to lack of  traffic 

 
Delta Airlines 
is removing  all  MD--
88  jets  from  the New  York 
routes due  to complaints about 
noise  from  politicians.     

.     
 
Air Canada began flying 

Vancouver to Dallas, Texas in 
February.     

 
Alaska Airlines is adding 13 

new destinations from their San 
Francisco hub. This will bring the 
total number of daily flights from 
San Francisco to125.        

 
Emirates recently began 

Athens, Greece to Newark, New 
Jersey service using Boeing 777-
-300ERs.     

Frontier Airlines and Silver 
Airways have dropped flying 
service into Cuba. Very low 
passenger loads. All U S 
airlines are reporting the same th
ing.     

 
K a i r ,  a  l o w 

cost Korean airline, ordered 8 Air
bus A-320s.     

 
Alaska Airlines will be 

serv ic ing Minneapol is  to 
San Diego next fall. Alaska 
wi l l  begin serv ice  f rom 
M i n n e a p o l i s  t o 
San Francisco this July.     

 
U S a i r l i n e s  f l e w 

823 million passengers in 2016. 
7 1 9  m i l l i o n  w e r e 
domestic passengers.     

 
Alitalia is laying off about 

2,000 employees.     

Airline Chatter 
by Terry Love 

We had a very good turnout 
for our auction this year.  We 
took in $1003.00, which is less 
than last year, but I was actually 
surprised that we broke the 
$1000.00 mark. 

 
Our expenses for the month 

totaled$251.93.  This included 
payment to Roll Models for gift 
certificates and printing charges 
for our 2017 Club Roster.  This 
year we also accepted gift 
certificates to pay for auction 
purchases and these had to be 
taken into account. 

 
A vote was taken and I was 

afforded $250.00 to purchase 
1/72 Italeri/Testors B-25B/C 
models to be used in the Doolittle 
P r o j e c t .   T h i s  i s  a 
Commemorative Air Force 
Project that will be displayed in 
the officer’s club in the CAF 
hangar.  It will consist of a 1/72 
scale replicaof the flight deck of 
the USS Wasp as it appeared 
just before the Doolittle Raid in 
1942.  Todd Lofquist, the 
d e s i g n e r  o f  t h i s  l a r g e 
undertaking, has asked the 
TCAH to help by building models 
of the 16 B-25s used in the raid.  
I have decals for all the aircraft 
and am in the process of 
acquiring the B-25 models.  It 
was decided to use the Italeri/
Testors model for consistency 
and Roll Models has offered to 
supply the O.D. paint for the 
planes.  As of this time 
(3/15/2017) we have 5 people 
signed up to build a model.  The 
kits and decals will be furnished 
free of charge, so volunteer to be 
part of this endeavor and I will 
assign you a B-25 to build. 

(Continued from page 2) 

N o  m a t t e r  w h a t 
manufacturer’s boxing you have, 
the kit will include two injection 
molded sprues of olive drab, 
green or dark grey plastic, a 
sprue of clear plastic, some 
decals and a set of instructions.  
The parts are generally well 
formed and very little flash was 
evident in my kit. 

 
I began by removing the 

engine and landing gear parts.I 
cleaned them up and primed 
them with Alclad II Grey Primer 
#302.  Then I shot them with 
Alclad II Magnesium #111.  I also 
glued in the 4 side windows and 
the top navigator’s window, let 
them dry and then masked them 
inside and out.  I sprayed all the 
interior areas of the cockpit parts, 
fuselage, cowlings, gear doors, 
nacelles, etc. with Testors 
ModelMaster Interior Green 
#1715. 

 
Next I painted the tires, 

propeller blades and hubs, 
c oc k p i t  c en te r  c ou ns e l , 
instrument panel piece, and 
control yokes ModelMaster 
Aircraft Int. Black #2040.  A 
medium grey was applied to the 
gearbox on the engines. I also 
painted the dorsal turret machine 
guns MM Gunmetal #1795, let 
them dry and rubbed them with 
some graphite from a no. 2 
pencil. 

 
 I painted the pilots seats 

with a yellow back rest and OD 
seat cushion and added masking 
tape seatbelts with a tiny touch of 

(Continued on page 4) 

Treasurer’s Report 
by Dennis Strand 
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(Continued from page 3) 

s i lver  f o r  the  buc k les .  
Everything that had been 
painted up to now was given a 
coat of Johnson’s Pledge 
(“Future” floor wax), allowed to 
dry, and then washed sparingly 
with a mixture of Black and 
Burnt Umber oil paint thinned 
with turpenoid.  Finally all these 
parts were sprayed with 
TestorsDullcote Lacquer. 

 
The most tedious part of this 

build was masking the clear 
parts.  I carefully masked the 
longest frames, brushed or 
sprayed them Interior Green, 
then top coated them with MM 

Olive Drab #2050.  I removed 
those masks, then masked 
frames that crossed them at 90 

degrees.  I went back and did the 
smaller angled frames and 
continued until the nose and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Airfix 1/144 BAC-111 
by Frank Cuden 
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and glued the fuselage halves 
together. 

 
Now it was time for the flying 

surfaces.  I glued the upper and 
lower wings together and added 
the fairings over the oil cooler 
exhausts on the right wing.  I 
glued the nacelle halves together 
for both sides, trapping the main 
landing gear struts between 
them. Seams looked pretty good, 

but were filled with Mr. Surfacer 
1200 where necessary and 
sanded smooth.  I spayed the 
deicer boot areas on the leading 
edges of the wings and tail with 
Testors Gloss Black enamel and 
let things dry. 

 
Then came the second most 

tedious part of this build.  I 
(Continued on page 6) 

(Continued from page 4) 

canopy were completed.  
 
It was finally time to start 

putting things together.  First I 
cut out the little paper instrument 
panel that was printed on my 
instruction sheet and glued it to 
the instrument panel piece.  I 
glued cockpit parts to the floor 
and installed the assembly into 
the right hand fuselage half 
along with the instrument panel 
and nose landing gear strut.  I 
added lead weights under the 
cockpit floor.  I had read another 
build article on this model.  The 
author indicated that the 
transparent nose piece was a 
little wider than the fuselage 
assembly, so I placed a small 
styrene shim just forward of the 
cockpit opening to fit between 
the fuselage halves.  This is 
illustrated in one of the photos.  I 
removed the inside masks from 
the windows, dropped in the 
lower section of the dorsal turret 

Italeri/Testors 1/72 B-25B/C 
by Dennis Strand 


