Directions to the Club Meeting Location
Where: South St. Paul Municipal
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, located on the southern extremity of
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west
of Concord Street and East of Highway 52.
If coming from the western Twin
Cities going east on 494:
•
Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue
exit (Exit No.65)
•
Turn right (South) on 7th Ave
and go approximately .6 miles to
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South
Street W. To your left there will
be a McDonald's; to your right
front there will be a Walgreen's.
•
Turn left (East) at the 4-way
Stop onto
•
South Street W and go approximately .6 miles. Along the way
you will encounter three more
Stop signs—the third Stop sign
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" intersection. At the "T" intersection on your left will be homes
and on your right softball fields.
• Turn right (south) onto Henry
Ave. and go approximately .2

miles toward the Fleming Field
airport terminal building.
If coming from east Twin Cities on
westbound 494:
•
Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue
exit (Exit No.65)
•
Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and
go approximately .6 miles to a
4-way Stop sign. This is South
Street W. To your left front there
will be a small strip mall; to your
right there will be an Amoco station.
•
Turn left (East) at the 4-way
Stop onto
•
South Street W and go approximately .4 miles. Along the way
you will encounter two more
Stop signs—the third Stop sign
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" intersection. At the "T" intersection on your left will be homes
and on your right softball fields.
• Turn right (south) onto Henry
Ave. and go approximately .2
miles toward the Fleming Field
airport terminal building
The terminal is on the right with
parking available.
•
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Tamiya 1/48 scale P-51D Mustang
by Mark L.Rossmann

The group is open to aviation
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who
are interested in aviation modeling,
photography, collecting, art and writing.
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH)
meet the second Saturday of every
month at 1:00pm.
See above for the new meeting locations and directions.
Mail Newsletter material to the editor
and address changes to the treasurer.
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Red-Tail Mustangs
332nd Fighter Group
by Mark L.Rossmann

them; this unit was unique in the
AAF as being the only all “Negro”
Fighter Group in WWII.

The Red-Tails, Tuskegee
Airmen. Germans named them
“Schwartze Vogelmenschen” the
“Black Birdmen”, American
Bomber crews revered them as
the “Black Redtail Angels”, or by
their own account the
“Spookwaffe” or “The Lonely
Eagles” because of isolationism
and bigotry. Whatever you called

This is my opinion and does
not represent this club; the pilots
of the 332nd FG were as good
and no worse than any other
Fighter Group or pilot in the
European Theater, their claim to
fame is that they never lost a
bomber in their care.
What made them stand out
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was not the color of their skin,
but the perseverance to fly
combat missions, to be a support
unit that kept the bombers flying
and to prove they were worthy
for the mission given them.
The unit commander was the
person to follow, setting the
requirements, the mission and
the expectations of the unit. Just
like Doolittle, Egleston, and
Zemke, the command of Col.
(Continued on page 3)
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Secretary, Bob Ferreria
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Historian, Merrill Anderson

Newsletter Info
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of
each month
Editor
Bob Arko
6417 Rice Court
Lino Lakes, MN 55014
651-481-8887
boba@arkokraft.com
Send Change of Address Notice to:
Dennis Strand

TCAH This Month
The monthly meeting will be
held July 13, at Fleming Field,
South St. Paul, beginning at 1:00
pm. Come early.

President’s Report
by Bernie Kugel

Treasurer’s Report
by Dennis Strand

Summer is here. Brats and
burgers are on the grill, and I'm
hungry.
Hope you all are having a
good summer. And enjoy the
nice weather when we have it.
At this month's meeting we
will decide on what our special
awards will be at NordicCon,
which is coming on fast. Also, I
would like to change up the
display case. If you have models
in the case, or would like to put
some on display. Please bring
them to the July meeting.
As for NordicCon we are still
looking for help in judging. If you
are interested, please let me
know.
As I close, I am making the
announcement that I will not
seek another term as President.
I've been the club's head for the
last three years and President of
the MMFS for 3 of the 4 years
prior. I'm burnt out. And sadly,
just not finding much joy in this
hobby. Some of you have seen
that with me lately. I'm going to
take a major step back and try to
find that spark again.
Thank you
understanding.

for

all

your

This has been an exciting
month!
We finally had our
auction and we hit it big time.
Everyone seemed in good spirits,
they were full of pizza and
exhibited an aggressive attitude
in the During the last 30 days
TCAH has had a couple of
expenses. First of all $139.59
was used to pay for the annual
club awards. Secondly, $350.00
was authorized to make 9 art
pieces ready for exhibiting above
the Aero Historian display case
at the CAF hangar. This cost
included framing, glass, matting,
foam back ing and other
associated hardware for all the
pictures.
TCAH also had a young man
named Lucas Roberto sign up for
membership in the club.
He
already took part in the “Show
and Tell” portion of the June
meeting by bringing along his
built-up model of a US tank. It
looked very well done to me.
Welcome aboard Lucas. This
gives us an even 70 members at
the present time and adds
$15.00 to our revenue.
The total amount of the club
assets as of 6/9/2019 is
$5461.22.
Have a happy 4th of July!

Model On

CAF Update
by Dennis Strand
As m entioned in the
Treasury Report, the artwork that
was donated to the club for the
purpose of being displayed
above the TCAH display case at
the CAF hangar was in the
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process of being made ready to
exhibit.
This work has been
completed and the pictures have
all been hung. I received several
positive comments about the
artwork as I was putting them up
on the wall last Wednesday
(6/12/2019). I urge all members
and interested parties to visit the
CAF Museum and check out our
(Continued on page 6)

On The Table—June 2019
Name

Model

Manufacturer

Scale

Keith Brusten

Panther G

Trumpeter

1/16

John R Ross

B-Wing

Bandai

1/72

John R Ross

Snow Speeder

Bandai

1/48

John R Ross

Dinosaur Bust

Unk

1/6

Steve Shaffer

BG Raptor

Moebius

1/32

Dennis Strand

Airspeed Horsa

Fonderie Minatures

1/48

Marty Agathur

Bf. 109G6

Revell Germany

1/32

Erik Zable

1971 Duster

AMT

1/25

Bob Maderich

2017 Indy winner

Studio 27

1/20

Bob Maderich

1931 Cadillac

JoHan

1/25

Steve Jantscher

Panther G

Meng

1/35

Steve Jantscher

F-35

Academy

1/72

John Dunphy

M-10

Tamiya

1/35

Bernie Kugel

Collection

Various

1/72

Luke Roberto

M60 Blazer

Tamiya

1/35

Page 7

(Continued from page 3)

outside contractors from North
Dakota, the aircraft was airborne
in May 2001 more than 45 years
after it had been in service. The
P-51C, which was named
"T us k egee A ir men ", was
included in numerous air shows
to tell the history of the pilot
group. From May 2001 to May
2004, the aircraft flew before
more than an estimated three
million people. Hinz envisioned
an educational program based
on the restored aircraft and set a
goal to get the lessons of the
Tuskegee Airmen into every
classroom in America.
Unfortunately, at a great
loss to the organization and
entire aviation community, Hinz
lost his life in an accident
caused by an engine
malfunction of the Tuskegee
Airmen at an airshow in 2004. At
an airshow in Red Wing,
Minnesota, the camshaft drive of
the Rolls Royce Merlin engine
failed.
Although
Hinz
successfully landed the aircraft
between two houses in a
residential suburb, both wings
were ripped off and the body
was badly damaged. A tree
damaged in the crash fell on
Hinz, causing head trauma from
which he did not recover.
The aircraft was fully
restored a second time, at a cost
of 1 million dollars, and returned
to the skies in 2009, a testament
to the group’s perseverance and
belief in its mission. The fiveyear restoration occurred at TriState Aviation in Wahpeton,
North Dakota. In 2007, Gerry
Beck, one of the primary
restorers, was in a fatal collision
of his P-51A and a P-51D during
AirVenture 2007. Beck was the
owner of Tri-State Aviation, but
about a half dozen other CAF
volunteer aviation mechanics
contributed to the effort to pick

up where he left off. The
rebuilding continued with the
mounting of the engine in 2008
and the mating of the wing in
2009. On July 22, 2009, four
days before AirVenture 2009 in
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, the P-51C
had its first flight. Then, it was
flown to Wisconsin for its public
debut. After the show it returned
to Minnesota with a 6 AT-6
escort. The aircraft has also
served in a tribute via military
flyovers for fallen Tuskegee
Airmen.
The P-51C Mustang
Tuskegee Airmen is one of only
four existing P-51C Mustangs in
flying condition. It is flown in
numerous airshows around the
country and is available for upclose viewing on static display at
events throughout the year to
educate people about the
Tuskegee Airmen and inspire
them through their remarkable
story.
I had the pleasure of meeting
Don at the EAA convention in
2002. I also worked with the preshow set-up at Redwing that
fateful weekend.
Here is a link to the site:
https://en.wik ipedia.org/wik i/
Red_Tail_Squadron
Link to the CAF Redtail
Squadron site: https://www.
redtail.org/rise-red-tail/p-51cmustang-tuskegee-airmen/
I included pictures of the
restored Mustang at the EAA in
2017 and “Wings of the North”
airshow in 2015, annually held at
Flying Cloud airport in Eden
Prairie Mn. At this same show in
2008, I had the opportunity to
speak with two Red-Tail pilots,
Ben Alexander and Joe Gomer
(301st Fighter Squadron of the
332nd Fighter Group. In combat,
he flew 68 missions), both
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graciously signed my “Aces #7”
book. I asked, “how the
Germans treated the “Black”
POW’s?”, he stated “on equal
terms as every other POW”.
References:
1. Wikipedia
2. AeroMaster Decals: 48244 “Tuskegee Airmen
“Spoofwaffe”
3. Mustang Aces of the
Ninth & Fifteenth Air forces and
the RAF,
Osprey Aircraft of the
Aces #7

(Continued from page 2)

display. We still need a placard
or announcement that could be
posted on the wall. This should
explain that the models and
aviation art is provided by the
Twin Cities Aero Historians and
give us full credit for our efforts. I
have reserved a spot for this
purpose.
Any Ideas or
suggestions as to what this
message should say or how it
should appear would be
appreciated.
Thank you in advance for
your help.

(Continued from page 1)

Benjamin O. Davis, the 4th
African American to graduate
from West Point, did just that. His
edict was “Your job is to protect
the bombers and not go chasing
Messerschmitts for glory”, and
the 99th, 100th, 301st and 302nd
fighter Squadrons did that. No
bomber they escorted was lost to
enemy fighters.
Col . D a vis e ven tu al l y
become a Lt. General, with many
commands, during his 38-year
career in the Air Force. He fought
in North Africa, Sicily and
Europe.
America was heavily
segregated as WWII erupted,
with Roosevelt declaring the
United states would be “Fortress
America”, the last bastion of
freedom for all people - or was
it? The AAF believed that no
negro could learn to fly, but the
N.A.A.C.P., the Black Press,
members of Congress and the
White House believed otherwise.
The War Department relented
and considered it doomed to
failure, equal in rank but not
equal in privilege.
Tuskegee Alabama was
chosen, far from the center of
things, graduating 992 pilots, and
trained and developed the
support personnel needed to
form combat units.
The unit was sent to the
MTO with P39’s, P40’s, then
P47’s for a short time and finally
transitioning to the P-51’s in late
June of 1944.
In my review of articles and
books, especially the chapter in
“Osprey Aircraft of the Aces #7”,
in my opinion, I believe there
were pilots who achieved “Ace”
status only to have the AAF
review and reduce kills to shared
to prevent a “negro” pilot from
becoming an Ace. In other

instances, sending pilots home
with 4 kills as to not achieve
“Ace” status, to me these were
very wrong.
In the end the 302nd FG did
their job:
·
Flew escort missions to
Germany, Czechoslovakia
and Austria
·
Participated in Ploesti
Refinery raids
·
Only outfit to fly four
types of aircraft in combat in
the MTO - P-39, P-40, P-47
and the P-51
·
Only group to sink a
destroyer, with fighters, in
Europe.
·
Over Berlin on March
24th 1945, Lt. R Brown, Lt. R
Williams and Lt. S Watts
each scored a victory over an
Me 262. Two Me 262’s and a
Me 163 were claimed as
probable’s, three Me 262’s
claimed damaged. Three
“Red Tails” were lost.
·
445 fighter pilots flew
15,553 sorties in 1578
missions with the 12th and
the 15th AAF.
·
Over 750 medals were
awarded; The pilots won 1
Silver Star, 150 Flying
Crosses, Legion of Merits
and Red Star of Yugoslavia
·
66 “Tuskegee Airman”
are buried on foreign soil.
·
In 1949 the 332 FG won
the Air Force National Fighter
Gunnery Meet, with Harry
Stewart as one of the
members. He had dispatched
3 Bf 109’s 5 years earlier.
When the war in Europe
ended, the 302nd FG was slotted
to go to the Pacific, but thankfully
Japan surrendered bringing 6
years of war to an end.
Decals and Model:
This P-51 comes from the
AeroMaster Decals 48-244
“Tuskegee Airmen “Spookwaffe”.
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Model is a Tamiya, 1/48, P-51D.
Tamiya Silver TS-30 rattle can
was used along with the Tamiya
Yellow, Olive Drab and Red
spray.
“Little Freddie” was flown by
Lt. Freddie Hutchins, 302nd FS,
trim tabs yellow for the squadron.
Graduation Date: 4/29/43;
Class SE-43-D; From Donaldson
Ca.;
D o wn e d a B f 1 0 9 o n
7/26/1944.
In the set is an overview of
this group. After a lack of
recognition, in 1972 the
Tuskegee Airman, Inc was
formed as a non-political, nonmilitary, non-profit entity. The
group, as of 1996, had awarded
scholarships of nearly a half
million dollars to young American
college students, without regard
to race, religion, sex or creed.
The “Redtail Project” was
formed by Mr. Don Hinz, it’s
purpose to :
1. Restore a P-51C
2. Develop Educational
Outreach
3. Create an enduring fund
to support these initiatives.
It was located at Fleming
Field, S. St. Paul, by the
American Heritage Foundation.
Taken from Wikipedia:
After noting the P-51C was
in need of restoration, Don Hinz,
a r etir ed Nav al av iator,
channeled his energy and talents
into the restoration and helped
found the Red Tail Project, now
known as the CAF Red Tail
Squadron, along with members
of the CAF Minnesota Wing.
Originally, the restoration was
attempted at Fleming Field in
South St. Paul, Minnesota. After
soliciting the assistance of
(Continued on page 6)
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